Libya asks U.S,, Britain to Join probe 

CAIRO (R) — Libya has invited U.S. and Bfinsb judges to join its 
wvewgahon of charges that two Libyan intelligence agents blew up a Pin 
Scotland in 1988. kffling 270 people. Utyahas been trying 
to H. 0 ®' ~*«ncan and British threats of retaliation for the bombing by 
making various offers of cooperation — but has refused to "remde r the 
* *o oorotri eg* central demand far the extradition of the two men. A 
Lrtjysto foreign ministry statement distributed in Cairo on Monday said 
LAya had appointed a jodge to investigate the charges wgwmct its citizens 
a nd a ccepts that judges from American and Britain should join him to 
enanre mat proceedings are conducted deanly and soundly.'' It said 
TCtims’ f amilies and imman rights organisations could send observers or 
lawyws to attend the inquiry. Diplomatic sources said Egypt, which is 
aose to the U nit e d States but also on good terms with its neighbour in 
North Africa, bad urged Libya to react “positively’’ to the Western 
•cassations- Hints that the United States might military action 
Libya, as it did in 1986 after accusing Libya of bombing a Berlin 
qne used by American servicemen, alarmed Egypt into a flurry of 
- (see page 2). 
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14 arrested in Algerian killings 

ALGIERS (R) — Security forces hunting the killers of three Algerian 
border guards have arrested 14 people, defence minister said Monday. 

The Algerian news agency, quoting the minlstiy. said some aims seized by 
Q-strong band that attacked the southeastern border post before dawn 
Friday had also been recovered. Special, troops and national police, 

1 by helicopters, a re hunting the group, said to be led by an Is l ami c 
"it named Aissa Mcssaoudi who is also known as Tayeb the Afghan 
of his fr e qu ent visits to Afghanistan. The attackers, shouting 
Akbbar, arms and ammunition during the raid on the 

r post, a communication centre, at Guemmar, some 70 kilometres 
the Tunisian border. Three guards had their throats cut by the* 
Five guards were wounded, as was one a t tacker who was 
The attack has produced widespread media comments about 
possible (kstabUsatioa of the country as it beads into its fiikt multi-party 
general elections due on Dec. 26. Just before Friday’s raid police said they 
were hunting 20-strong gang led by Tayeb whfeh they said planned 
anti-state terroris m . 
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Israeli allies shell 
villages 

fepOR 1 5 TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli-backed 
S a iLj militia shelled villages in Sooth 
port, Lebanon on Sunday after a bomb 
ok* attack, military sources said. The 
bombardment by the South Leba- 
Inier^ non Army (SLA) followed an 
^ssocjft*- ^tempt bo Mow up an SLA unit 
tion ncar Deir Siryan in the central 
cieikjf c scc?or °f Israel's self-declared 
a “security zone,” die sources said. 
VC| *5 l ’^ Ie mPMmbco were defusing a 
: ajvj A large bomb when guerrillas set off 
a second device, they sakL About 
airt* 1,000 Israeli soMkxs and the 
3, 000-strong SLA patrol the 15 
it l kilometre deep zone, set up in 
GnS #! * 1985 to P revont guerrilla attacks 
.Tr 8 ** across the Jewish state's northern 

.'IS bonier. 
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Syrian vice- 

once^ president met Arafat 
In Tunis 

>na. 

* Hi bt TUNIS (R) — Syrian Vice- 
ihis s President Rifaat A1 Assad made a 
Mr. |L surprise visit to Thnis at the 
to t^, weekend to confer with Palesti- 
3pt ^ man leader Yasser Arafat, a 
Tpone^ plomatk source said Monday. 
inv bjf Mr. Assad, brother of the Syrian 
ondoQ . president, arrived late on Satur- 
Ik a (m- to discuss coordination be- 
tween the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Syria 

lliCefe before Middle East peace talks 
jji due to open in Washington on 
' Q tea Wednesday, the source said. He 
_ , met Mr. Arafat a few hours be- 
“ fore the PLO leader was due to 
anceia.i travel to Cairo Amman, 
appedir 

na h± : Gonzalez arrives In 
Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
. ^ jl'jl jgj, pejjpe Gonzalez of Spain ar- 
' rived in Israel early on Monday 
rs-j3 ® 1 on the first visit by a Spanish head 
airesa, of government to tire Jewish 
A * ! “ state. Mr. Gonzalez, who hosted 
n - >ie ® historic Middle East peace talks 
resianz jg Madrid a month ago, will urge 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir to 
... , stop settlements in the occupied 
titter territories and offer “land for 

sente to ™2 t “? n5 - 

officials said. Mr. Gonzalez will 
, _ also meet leading Palestinian 
, 0 nationalist Faisal AI Husadni and 
1 L .opposition leader Shimon Peres, 

* ,‘‘ W k the officials said. Hie returns to 

* -Jy Madrid Tuesday. 

said Jr Saudi elected 
chief of ISESCO 

RABAT (R) — Abddaziz Ben 
Othman Touijri of Ssodi Arabia 
was elected director-general of 
the Islamic Education, Science 
and Culture Organisation (ISES- 
CO) at its annual general meeting 
in Rabat at the weekend. He 
replaces Abdul Hadi Boutaleb of 
Morocco. Since 1985 Mr. Toui- 
jiri, 41, has been deputy director- 

general of ISESCO, an arm of the 

Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) which is due to 
’hold a summit in Dakar next 
week. 

Iran executes cleric 
for sabotage, spying 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran has ex- 
ecuted a Muslim cleric convicted 
of spying for Baghdad and a spate 

of bombings in Tehran during the 
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, a news- 
paper reported. Resalat news- 
paper said Sunday that Mullah 
Rafiq Sadeqi, 45, was bora in 
Iraqi Kurdistan and returned 
there in 1980 to join an Iraqi- 
backed Kurdish guerrilla group 
which carried out cross-border 
b o mb i ngs and sabotage. Arrested 
in September, he confessed to 
spying, bombings in Tehran, 
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'setting fire to harvests in Iranian 
Kurdistan , the papmr said. 

London shops on 
alert as IRA flexes 
muscles 

LONDON (R) — London shops 
went on the alert for a possible 
Christinas bombing blitz by Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) guerril- 
las Monday after a wave of fire- 
bombs at fur n it ure stores in the 
British capital. Detectives said 1 
the IRA, fighting to end British 
rule m Northern Ireland, had 
flawed its muscles cm mainland 
Britain after two of its guerrillas 
were tailed by their own bomb 
last month. Hie police warned 
the public to take care. “We warn 
people to be particularly vigilant 
whether they are sh op keepers, 
train-drivers, housewives or 1 
schookhfldren," said a spokes-, 
man at Scotland Yard police. 


Joint delegation heads for 
U.S. after wrangle over visa 

Negotiators carry ‘spirit of Madrid’ to Washington 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The joint 
Jordan! an-Palestini an delegation 
to bilateral Arab-Israeti peace 
talks left for Washington Monday 
evening after a 10-hour delay 
caused by a wrangle over Amer- 
ican visas for some of the advisors 
for the Palestinian negotiators. 

It was not immediately known 
whether and what form of a 
compromise was reached be- 
tween the Palestinians and the 
U.S. administration, but all in- 
dications were that the Palesti- 
nians had resigned to accepting 
the American position over visas 
for any member of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
as advisor to the delegates. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi described the dis- 
pute as a “form of political press- 
ure.” 

An American embassy spokes- 
man declined to make any com- 
ment whatsoever. 

Informed sources said at least 
two Palestinians who were expel-, 
led from tile occupied territories 
try the Israeli authorities were 
granted visas but the applications 
of an unknown number of others 

— known members of the PLO 

— were pending. The two were 
identified as Tayseer Arouri, a 
member of the Palestinian Peo- 



SOs Mgjesty King Hussein Monday meets 
Yasser Arafat (Petra photo) 
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pie’s (communist) Party — a PLO 
faction — and Akram Haniyeb. a 
journalist who was ousted by the 
occupation authorities for alleged 
links with the PLO. 

Among those who were not 
issued a visa Monday were Nabil 
Shatfa, a dose advisor to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, and 
PLO spokesman Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman, according to the 
sources. Others whose applica- 
tions were also pending mduded 
Mahmoud Darwish, a renowned 
Palestinian poet, Mamdonh Nof- 
al, a member of the Yasser Abed 


Rabbo faction of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP), and Samir Abu 
Gfaazaleh, the PLO representa- 
tive m Cyprus, they said. 

The joint delegation was sche- 
duled to leave mid-morning Mon- 
day, and the Jordanian nego- 
tiators and their advisors, headed 
by Abdul Salam Al Majali, 
waited at the airport for the 
Palestinian team, which, al one 
point in time, appeared to reject 
going to Washington until the 
advisors were given visas. 

After hours of uncertainty. 


during which top-level consulta- 
tions were held involving His 
Majesty King Hussein and Mr. 
Arafat, it was announced by Dr. 
Ashrawi around 6 p.m. that tire 
Palestinians had deckled to 'go 
ahead after resolving part of the 
problem. 

“There are some cpses that will 
be pursued and some were re- 
solved,” Dr. Ashrawi told a 
hastily-called press conference. 
In carefully worded phrases. Dr. 
Ashrawi presented a business-as- 
usual situation but it was evident, 
according to analysts, that the 
Palestinians had decided that it 
would be against their interests at 
this point in time to puisne the 
issue further. 

“We are not going to Washing- 
ton to place obstacles or waste 
time,” said Dr. Ashrawi. “We 
are going (to Washington) with 
the same sprit as Madrid," where 
the Middle East peace conference 
opened Oct. 30. 

In answer to a question, Dr. 
Ashrawi said there was no re- 
sponse whatsoever to the Palesti- 
nian request for protection 
against post-Madrid Israeli 
harassment. 

If anything, she said, “they 
appear to send a message to the 
Pmestinians: 'You have opted for 
peace and peace is going to be 

(Confined on page 5) 


Peace process headed for 
impasse over Israeli stand 


From Ghadeer Taber 
in Washington 

THE MIDDLE East peace pro- 
cess appeared to be beading for 
an impasse Monday, with no visi- 
ble indication of brad relenting 
on its hard line stance against 
peace talks here Wednesday but 
an the Arab delegations expected 
to arrive here Tuesday. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutweiler told 
reporters Monday afternoon that 
she was not aware of any change 
in Israel’s position that it would 
attend the talks Dec. 9 — five 
days after tiie date set by the U.S. 
in tetters of invitation sent to all 
parties involv ed. 

Ms. Tutweiler also told a State 
Department press briefing that 
she did not have any information 
that a low-level Israeli delegat i on 
would be here Wednesday. 
Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu was due in 
Washington Tuesday, but Ms. 
Tutweiler said Israel had said that 
his viat was -not related to the 


second round of bilateral talks, 
which were launched in Madrid 
with the opening of the Middle 
East peace co nfe r en ce Oct. 30. 

Echoing the words of President 
George Bush, Ms. Tutweiler 
said: “On Wednesday morning 
we will be open and ready for 
business. We made a proposal for 
venae and date in good faith after 
the parties themselves could not 
agree and we have an obligation 
to follow through with our prop- 
osal.” * 

The departure from Amman of 
the joint Jordanian- Palestinian 
delegation was delayed by over 
10 hours after dispute arose over 
American visas for Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
advisers to the Palestinians (see 
separate teory). 

Ms. Tutweiler said she was not 
aware that Nabfl Shatfa, a dose 
adviser to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, bad actually requested an 
American visa “to come at this 
time... I am aware of press re- 
ports of course.” 

“All I can say is that the 
Palestinians are on. their way,” 


she said. 

The spokeswoman said no final 
decision had been made where to 
actually hold the bOaterals. Many 
officials, including Secretary of 
State James Baker and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze, were continuing con- 
sultations over the issue. 

The Israelis have asked the 
Americans that the bilaterals with 
tiie different delegations take 
place at different sites ami tim- 
ings in a dear effort to minimise 
consultations among the Arab 
delegations, according to in- 
formed sources. 

The sources said Israel had 
apparently rejected a set of 
“assurances” that Washington 
had provided in response to a 
specific Israeli request. The 
“assurances” — or rather “broad 
prindple^proposals” — said the 
sources, involved: 

— The U.S. believes that all 
subjects should be discussed dur- 
ing the bilaterals; 

— The U.S. encourages direct 

(Coatiooed on page 2) ’ 


Kidnappers free hostage; 
Iran says others out soon 


DAMASCUS (R) — Kidn 
freed U.S. hostage Joseph 
pio in Lebanon Monday after five 
years’ captivity and Iran said a 
deal bad been struck to release all 
four remaining Western hostages 
soon. 

Mr. Odppio, a 61-year-old 
accountant, beaded for a family 
reunion in Damascus, amid signs 
the seven-year hostage crisis will 
end before Christmas. 

He was the seventh man to 
walk free in a U.N.-media t e d 
drive since August to release 
prisoners held by pro-Iranian 
Lebanese groups and Israel. 

Iran, seeking international 
goodwOl after years of isolation, 
joined United Nations efforts. 

Tehran State radio said Mr. 
CSrippio and the re m a ining two 
American and two German hos- 
tages were being freed under a 
deal reached in Damascus Satur- 
day. 

Western governments bad 
promised not to retaliat e again st 
the pro-Iranian kidnap groups. 

In a commentary shortly after 
Mr. Gdppio’s release in Beirut, 
the radio referred to an “unpre- 


cedented” hostage release deal 
clinched after secret U.N. media- 
tion in the Syrian capital on 
Saturday night (see page 2). 

Mr. CSrippio left Syria later 
Monday for a U.S. military hos- 
pital in Germany, evening airport 
sources said. 

Accompanied by his Lebanese- 
born wife, Elham, Mr. CSrippio 
was being flown to Wiesbaden on 
.a special U.S. military flight. 

Mr. CSrippio, linn and tense 
but looking spruce in a suit, was 
handed to the U.S. ambassador 
in Damascus at die Syrian Fore- 
ign Ministry, diplomats said. 

Syria’s Foreign Minister 
Faiooq Al Sharaa said the last 
two American hostages, journal- 
ist Terry Anderson and Alaim, 
Steen, a university professor, 
would be freed within a week. 

Mr. Grippio, threatened until, 
execution in captivity, was being 
reunited with his Lebanese wife 
to whom be once videotaped a 
poignant farewell message. 

“Goodbye my love,” he said to 
the c amera . Looking gaxmt and 
haggard, he added: “If you don’t 
hear my voice and see my face 


again I want you to look after 
yourself and don’t be sad ... and 
always remember me.” 

Tehran Radio said Mr. Orip- 
pio’s captors, the Revolutionary 
Justice Organisation (RJO), had 
.received during the Damascus 
talks a videotape of a Lebanese 
Shiite Muslim deric Israel seized 
in 1989. 

Sheikh Abdul Ka rim Obe id 
was held for use as a b a rg ain ing 
chip in prisoner exchange deals. 

So far, Israel has freed some 
100 Arab prisoners taken from 
Lebanon and returned the bodies 
of nine Lebanese guerrillas. Arab 
groups have returned the bodies 
of two Israeli servicemen to the 
Jewish state. 

In his first public wo r ds after 
1,906 days cut off from the world, 
Mr. Grippio said: “I am happy 
it’s over and I would like to put it 
all behind me. I would Klee to get 
on to the first day of my new 
life.” 

He had not seen a newspaper 
or magazines for five years. 

He had been moved constantly 




Settlers 
vow to 
setup 
new colony 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 

— Jewish settlers vowed Monday 
to start another colony in the 
occupied West Bank to avenge 
the shooting of an Israeli and 
threatened to send armed patrols 
into Palestinian areas. 

“Wherever Jewish blood is 
spilled, a settlement has to rise,” 
Zvi Katzover, “mayor” of the 
Kiryat Arba settlement, told 
Reuters. “We will put a settle- 
ment there no matter what. If the 
government wants to test us, let 
them. We will stand up to the 
test.” 

Mr. Katzover spoke two days 
before U.S.-brokered Arab- 
Israeli peace talks were due to 
re sume in Washington and a day 
after unknown assailants serious- 
ly wounded a settler in the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

He accused the government of 
failing to protect settlers and said 
they would take matters into their 
own hands by starting armed 
patrols in Arab towns and villages 
as early as Tuesday — although 
the army was unlikely to allow 
such a provocative step. 

Sunday’s attack on a 44-year- 
old Israeli from the West Bank 
settlement of Ofra was the second 
in five weeks. On Oct. 28, un- 
known assailants ambushed a bus 
taking settlers to a rally against 
the peace talks, killing the Israeli 
driver and a woman settler. 

- “The government made all the 
migftiifMt it can possibly make. 
They went to these talks and the 
Americans are bending the gov- 
ernment’s limbs ... Mr. Kat- 
zover said. 

The ef for t to start a settlement 
named Rechelim, after the 
woman killed on Oct. 28, was 
blocked by the army but received 
new impetus following Sunday’s 
ambush. 

Settlers blocked the main 
Ram a I la h - Jerusalem road Mon- 
day and the army imposed a 
curfew on some 50,000 Palesti- 
nians in Ramallah, Al Bireh and 
neighbouring refugee camps to 
search. for the attackers. 

After the attack Sunday, hun- 
dreds of armed settlers demons- 
trated outside the home of Prime 
Mi n ist e r Yitzhak Shwmr in West 
Jerusalem. 

The protesters, many armed t 

( Cittaowl ob page 2) 



IBs Majesty King Hnssdn Monday confers with 
Osama Al Raz, poBtkal advisor to Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosui Mubarak, in a meeting attended by His 


Crown Prince 


King receives Egyptian message 


AMMAN (J.T.) His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday received a 
verbal message from Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

The message, delivered by 
Osama AI Baz, director of the 
Egyptian president’s office for 
political affairs, dealt with rela- 
tions between Jordan and Egypt, 
the situation in the Middle East 


and the peace process, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal 
Court Chief Adnan Abu Odeh 
and the Egyptian ambassador in 
Amman attended the King’s 
meeting with Dr. Baz. 

Dr. Ba^s visit marks a sharp 


improvement in ties between the 
two countries whose relations 
worsened by conflicting stands in 
the Gulf crisis by Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait in 1990. 

Sources quoted by Reuters said 
the King may visit Cairo on his 
way to Senegal for a meeting of 
the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference next week. 


Israel says Dec. 4 boycott 
because of U.S. proposals 


TEL AVIV (R) — A key aide to 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shantir 
said Monday Israel would boycott 
this week’s start of Middle East 
peace talks, mainly because it 
objected to U.S. ideas on bow to 
reach a settlement. 

Yosa Ben Aharon, probably 
the most influential of Mr. Sha- 
mir’s advisers, dismissed fears 
Israel would suffer a propaganda 
defeat by failing to appear on 
Wednesday and said Washington 
had to understand Israel will not 
accept terms it does not like. 

Mr. Ben Aharon told Reuters 
Israel would have “some repre- 
sentation” at talks next- Monday 
— five days after the scheduled 
start — but still wanted a U.S. 
response to Israel’s terms. 

“The idea of starting talks 
without us isn’t serious,” Mr. Ben 
Aharon earlier told Israeli Televi- 
sion. “After all they can't do 
anything without us.” 

Israel had objected to a Dec. 4 
resumption of talks in Washing- 
ton, saying it wanted meetings to 
start on Dec. 9 and move after 
only two sessions to a rite nearer 


the Middle East. 

However, Mr. Ben Aharon’s 
strongest objection was to U.S. 
proposals on resolving the 
decades-old conflict that were in- 
cluded in the invitations to all the 
parties. 

‘The most angering was before 
the negotiations even started die 
United States presented ns with 
suggestions, and ideas about the 
contents... what we will reach at 
the end,” he said. 

Washington suggested to 
Israel, Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians that they present their mod- 
els for an autonomous Palestinian 
region in the occupied West Bank 
— the goal of their direct negotia- 
tions. 

It suggested the sides avoid 
deeply contentious issues such as 
sovereignty and control of land 
and water until later. 

Washington suggested discus- 
sions should focus on a posable 
land-for-peace deal on the occu- 
pied Golan Heights. 

For Israeli-Lebanese talks, 
Washington suggested a possible 
Israeli withdrawal from the town 


of Jezzine, north of its self- 
dedared “security zone” that 
Lebanon would aiso Kke bade. 

“What deckled it for us was foe 
content by which the U.S. wanted 
us to hold the negotiations...”' 
said Mr. Ben Aharon, wbo»has 
had stormy relations with U.S. 
officials. 

Israel also wanted a timetable 
giving five-day gaps between each 
meeting to emphasise that the 
Jewish state is holding separate 
talks with each Arab group. 

“I don’t want to guess the 
future but I want it to be under- 
stood the United States should 
imdenuand there is a limit to 
what Israel is willing to do to 
enter a process that is unaccept- 
able to us,” Mr. Ben Aharon 
said. 

~~“I think if they understand 
there is a certain format Israel 
can accept... then the continua- 
tion will be healthier and more 
acceptable. And I think sooner or 
later we will be back on the track 
in which this process was 
started.” 


Celebrate Christmas at 
The Bani Hamida House 
Friday Dec. 6 & Saturday Dec. 7 
10 a.m. -5 p.m. 

DOOR PRIZES 






Refreshments served 
Rainbow St., 1st Circle, Jahai Amman 
Telephone 658696 - 658697 





Egyptian leader doubts 
U.S. will strike at Libya 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosm Mubarak has wM be 
did not believe the United States 
would take military action 
Libya to punish it for its alleged 
role in the 1988 bombing of a Pan 
Am airliner over Scotland. 

“There were contacts between 
me and the United States and I 
do not believe that America will 
take military action," Mr. 
Mubarak told Mayo, weekly 
newspaper of the ruling National 
Democratic Party, in an interview 
published Monday. 

“I do not believe the United 
States will undertake any military 
action because the current Amer- 
ican leadership has logic,” the 
Egyptian leader added. 

Britain and the United States 
accused Libya last month of mas- 
terminding the December 1988 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, which 
killed 270 people. 

: Libya has denied the charge 
and called for a neutral interna- 
tional body to investigate the 
allegation. 

London and Washington last 
' week said Tripoli must surrender 
two Libyan intelligence agents 
suspected of blowing up Flight 
103, accept responsibility for die 
bombing, pay compensation, and 
renounce terrorism. 

U.S. officials believe the Lock- 
erbie bombing was a reprisal for 
. U.S. air raids on Tripoli in 1986 
when M dammar Qadhafft per- 
sonal compound was struck in . 
retaliation for alleged Libyan role 
in an attack against Americans in 
Germany. 

Diplomats say Egypt, 

. Washington's strongest Arab 
ally, urged its Western allies to 
refrain from using force against 
Libya. 

The two Arab states improved 
ties in late 1989 and Mr. Mubarak 
has forged a dose working rela- 
tionship with Colonel Qadhafi. 

“We in turn tell them (the 
Americans) our opinion fre- 
quently and honestly in any 
issue,” said Mr. Mubarak, who 
discussed the charges with Col. 
Qadhafi during a brief -visit to 
Egypt Thursday. 

“We are looking for solutions. 
The issue has taken a political 
pattern and I do not want to enter 
into details ...” Mr. Mubarak 
added. 

A state-owned Egyptian news- 
. paper, which often voices official 
opinion, said Saturday Libya’s 
offer to refer the issue tti an 
international body was thelsole 
solution to the dispute. 

“Why doesn’t President Bush 
accept since he is confident of the 
evidence he has under bis 
bands?” editor-in-chief Ibrahim 
Sa’ada said in the weekly news- 
paper Akhbar A1 Yom. 


Diplomats said Egypt normal- 
ised ties with Libya after years of 
sharp differences when Col. 
Qadhafi agreed in 1989 to re- 
nounce terrorism and expel 
alleged extremists like Palestinian 
leader Abu Nidal. 

A senior British minister re- 
newed calls on Libya to hand 
over die alleged bombers of 
Flight 103 before leaving Monday 
on a trip to North Africa to seek 
Arab support for the demand. 

- Foreign Office Minister Doug- 
las Hogg was due to arrive in 
Algeria and will visit Tunisia, 
Egypt and Malta laser in the week 
to try to put pr ess ur e on Libya. 

Mr. Hogg said it was important 
that .Libya surrendered the two 
men accused by Britain and die 
United States. 

“I shall be seeking to get the 
support of my friends I visit in die 
next week or so to persuade 
Colonel Qadhafi to do just that,” 
Mr. Hogg said at London’s 
Heathrow Airport 

“The absence of an extradition 
treaty certainly doesn't stand in 
the way of his surrendering these 
people,” Mr. Hogg told British 
Broadcasting Corporation radio. 

He said he (fid not believe * a 
face-to-face meeting with Col. 
Qadhafi would be very produc- 
tive. 

The European Community cal- 
led ma Libya Monday to hand 
over Libyans accused of blowing 
up the Pan Am and UTA airim- 
ers plane but (fid not discuss what 
would happen if Tripoli refused, 
Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van 
den Brock said. 

He told a news conference that 
the 12 EC foreign ministers meet- 
ing in Brussels urgently appealed 
to* Libya to comply with requests 
by France, Britain and the United 
States to hand over agents sus- 
pected of blowing up the two 
airliners. 

Mr. Van de Broek said the EC 
ministers fully endorsed the 
French and British requests to 
Libya, saying the 12 had strong 
feelings on the issue in line with 
their general stand against terror- 
ism. 

Although ministers had not dis- 
cussed how to reset if Libya 
refused to comply, he added: “I 
hope and expect the government 
of Libya to be aware that a 
satisfactory conclusion of tins 
very important issue is something 
fftat' has much to do with the 
ftftufe quality of' relations be- 
ffeedn' the twelve and Libya:” 

Before the latest allegations of 
-Libyan responsibility for the 
Masts, Tripoli was actively lob- 
bying for the scrapping of existing 
EC sanctions which indude a ban 
on arms sales and restrictions on 
its diplomats in EC capitals. 


Settlers vow to build new colony 


(Conthmed from page 1) 

with Uzi and M-16 submachine 
■guns pushed and struck- at 
[police trying to keep them away 
[from Mr. Shamir's residence. 

- Some 110,000 Jewish settlers, 
^living in fortified colonies among' 
[nearly two million Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
are among the most ardent oppo- 
nents of Middle East peace talks, 
fearing Washington will force Mr. 


Shamir to give np land. 

The Israeli settler who was shot 
in the head in the ambush in the 
occupied West Bank died of his 
wounds Monday, a hospital 
spokeswoman said. 

“Zvi Hot, who was fatally 
wounded in Ms head last nigfat, 
died tonight at Hadassah hospit- 
al,” said the spokeswoman. 

News of the death was ex- 
pected to set off farther demon- 
strations. 


Kidnappers free U.S. hostage 


(C onfirme d from page 1) 

and had not seen any of the 
hostages still in captivity. 

Israel lent its voice to the new 
.mood of optimism. 

Uri Lubrani, the country's 
chief hostage negotiator, said 
Israel would free Sheikh Obeid if 
all Israeli prisoners of war and 
missing persons in Lebanon were 
accounted for. 

. Mr. Lubrani, seeking the re- 
turn of Israeli airman Ron Arad 
and the bodies of missing service- 
men, told BBC Television the 


hostage saga could be ended 
within weeks. 

Mr. Cicippio, an Italian- 
American who converted from 
Catholicism to Islam, his wife’s' 
religion, disclosed that be- bad 
stomach surgery while a hostage. 

The German hostages are Tho- 
mas Kemptner,- 29, and Heinrich 
Struebig, 50, aid workers 
abducted in May, 1989, and be- 
lieved, to be held by followers of 
Abdul Hammadi, a pro-Iranian 
official whose two brothers have 
been jailed in Germany, one for 
hijacking. 


U.N. team 
reports 
hidden 
chemical 
bomb gear 
in Iraq 

BAHRAIN (R) — U.N. inspec- 
tors returning from Iraq said Sun- 
day they found chemical bomb- 
making equipment in a surprise 
visit to a sugar factory and unde- 
clared Send missile “cradles” at 
an ammunition storage site. 

Karen Jansen, head of a team 
of chemical and biological arms 
experts, told reporters previous 
U.N. inspectors had found the 
bomb-making equipment was 
moved from Iraq’s main chemical 
facility at Mnthana, north of 
Baghdad, before the Gulf war. 

Iraqi authorities were asked to 
return the equipment from its 
hiding place at a sugar factory in 
the northern Iraq town of Mosul, 
to Mnthana, since chosen as the 
site for the destruction of Bagh- 
dad’s chemical arsenal. 

Iraq told U.N. inspectors the 
material, which had teen used to 
make chemical bombs, had all 
teen returned. Verifying this was 
part of the 18-member team’s 
misrion, she said. 

“There was well over 100 
pieces of equipment that were 
still remaining at Mosul. Some of 
it may have teen general purpose 
... but a number of items, roughly 
half, were dearly bombmaking 
pieces of machinery — drills and 
(Messes,” she said. 

Ms. Jansen was speaking in 
Bahrain, the field headquarters 
for all U.N. inspection teams, on 
return from a 12-day trip to Iraq. 

She said the team made un- 
announced visits to 16 suspected 
weapons productions sites spread 
over the entire country. On one 
reconnaissance Sight, they saw 
three empty Scud missile cradles 
at an ammunition storage site 80 
kilometres west of Karbala. 

Iraqi nffidah maintained the 
equipment had not been declared 
because their record-keeping was 
not op to Western standards, but 
Ms. Jansen said this was hard to 
believe. 

“It (fid not appear to be a 
deliberate hide ... but at the same 
time if "in 'fact they are truly 
anxious tAgo ahead and bring 
forward absolutely, everything 
they should be a lot more consci- 
entious in their e ffort s ,” she said. 

Ms. Jansen described the dis- 
crepancy over the bomb-making 
equipment as “much more se- 
rious” and said the authorities 
had been asked to return the 
equipment to Mnthana im- 
mediately. i 

She said there were still many 
unanswered questions about 
Iraq’s chemical weapons prog- 
ramme, including precisely what 
kinds of chemicals and munitions 
Iraq had imported, where they 
were made, how many were used 
in testing and development, and 
bow many were used in the 1980-’ 
88 war against Iran. 

Insistence by Iraqi authorities 
that they kept no records of those 
details was also hard to swallow 
because they bad impeccable re- 
cords of other programmes, sbe 


Mr. Jansen, an American, said 
her team bad problems at first 
because their inspections were 
held without any advance warn- 
ing. 

“Initially things were a little 
rough, we had some attitude 
problems. By the end of the 
mission they realised how serious 
the situation was and there were 
no overt problems,” she said. 

Iraq has about 45,000 filled 
chemical munitions — including 
aerial bombs, artillery shells, 
rockets and mortar bombs — 
winch must be eliminated under. 
Gulf war ceasefire terms. 








Deputy Prime Minister Thooqan EQndawi and Jordanian delegation head Abdul Safaun MqjaU greet 
Palestimm spokeswoman -Hunan Ashrawi at Amman ah port prior to the joint Jordanfam ^al est ha an 
delegation 's departure for Washington (photo by Yousef A1 *ABan) 

Peace process seen headed for impasse 


(C oati n o ed from page I) 

contacts between the parties in- 
volved; 

— In the event of a deadlock, 
the U.S. will table proposals; and 

— The talks would move to the. 
Middle East with the agreement 
of tiie parties involved. 

Israel had also asked Washing- 
ton to set a specific date to move 
the talks to the Middle East, but 
the administration turned down 
the request, according to reports. 

According to one source, the 
Israeli government turned down 
the “principles/proposals’’ pro- 
vided by the U.S. in a bid to 
encourage the Israelis to attend 
the Washington talks on Dec. 4. 


“The Israelis were outraged at 
what they saw as American back- 
tracking concerning no co- 
sponsor intervention without the 
explicit request of both rides,” 
said the source. “They see as 
backtracking the American point 
that they make proposals if the 
talks get stalled and are very 
worried.” 

Ms. Tntweiler said Washington 
had offered no clarifications to 
Israel as suggested in press re- 
ports Monday. She said State 
Department Planning Adviser 
Denis Ross had met with the 
Israeli ambassador, Zalman 
Sboval, Friday bnt that was only a 
routine meeting. 

Mr. ShovaJ appeared to dash 


last-minute hopes of co mp ro mi se 
to allow talks to begin Wednes- 
day when be said • the Israeli 
delegates would not be there. 

“Our first delegation will start 
arriving by the end of tins week, 
because there are several groups, 
it’s not just one delegation, and 
the other ones will follow after a 
few days,” Mr. Shoval told NBC 
Television. 

The Israeli cabinet announced 
on Sunday that Israel would not 
reverse its decision not to show 
np an Dec. 4. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
S hamil spokesman said on Sun- 
day: “As it stands now, there is 
no change in the decision — the 
dafp is the 9th.” 


West pledged no retaliation 
against kidnappers — Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Tehran Radio 
said Monday the last four West- 
ern hostages in Lebanon would 
be freed soon under a U.N.- 
brokered deal that indudes a 
pledge by their governments not 
to retaliate against the pro-Ira- 
niari kidnap gro u ps. 

In a commentary 'shortly after 
the release in Beirut on Monday 
of American hostage Joseph 
Cidppio, the radio referred to an 
“unprecedented” hostage release 
deal clinched after secretive U.N. 
mediation in Damascus on Satur- 
day night. 

“O'dppio’s release today has 
spedal importance because it is 
the first practical step after the 
comprehensive agreement 
readied in Damascus on Saturday 
night," it said. 

“According to political experts 
some of the agreements and 
guarantees involve an undertak- 
ing tpr the hostages’ countries to 
refrain from retaliatory action 
against the kidnappers,” the 
radio said. 

“It is expected that in the fight 
of the unprecedented Damascus 
agreement, and despite the dis- 
pleasure and sometime sabotage 
of some countries in the region 
and outride, the rest of the West- 
ern hostages will soon regain 
their freedom and the Lebanese 
combatants taken hostage would 
return home,” it added. 

Americans Alarm Steen and 
Terry Anderson and Germans 
Heinrich Streubig and Thomas 
Kemptner are the last Western 
hostages held in Lebanon after 
kidnappers released seven West- 
ners since U.N. mediation efforts 
began in August. 

The question of retaliation 
against hostage-takers has been 
one of the key points in the 
negotiations which involved Iran, 


Syria, Lebanon and Israel as well 
as Western governments. 

A U.N. statement issued at the 
Syrian capital Sunday said “Im- 
portant progress” had been made 
towards a final solution of the 
hostage crisis. 

It made no reference to any 
no-retaliation pledge bnt said 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Coeliar was confident 
that the undertaking made to his 
hostage mediator Giandomeoico 
Picco by the various parties 
would be kept. 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, also said the Revolution- 
ary^ Justice Organisation (RJO) 
’which held Mr'. Cfdppio had re- 


ceived during the Damascus talks 
a videot ap e of Shiekh Abdul 
Karim Obeid, a Lebanese Shiite 
Muslim deric Israel seized in 
1989 to use as a bargaining chip in 
prisoner exchange deals. 

RJO .would soon- release the 
tape of the pro-Iranian cleric, 
whose release is the most impor- 
tant demand of the kidnap 
groups. 

As part of the exchange so far, 
Israel has freed some 100 Arab 
prisoners taken from Lebanon 
and returned the bodies of nine 
Lebanese guerrillas. Arab groups 
have returned the bodies of two 
Israeli servicemen to the Jewish 
state. 


Text of U.N. Statement 

Full text of tiie United Nations statement Sunday on efforts to 
free Western hostages in Lebanon and other captives: 

Following the latest round of negotiations with the parties 
concerned, important progress has been made on the road to a 
solution of the issue of the Western hostages in Lebanon. 

A baric understanding has also been reached on a comprehensive 
approach to the remaining humanitarian issues including that of the 
Lebanese detained without doe process of law and that of the 
Israelis missing and dead in Lebanon. 

With regard to the former issue (hostages), the secretary-general 
hopes that what has been communicated to him by the Lebanese 
groups will soon materialise and expesses his appreciation for their 
cooperation. 

With regard to the comprehensive approach to the remaining 
issues the secretary-general has conveyed his assurances that he 
will continue working for the speedy resoultion of these humanita- 
rian issues including those related to the Lebanese detained in and 
outside Lebanon. 

He wishes to thank tiie government of Israel for its assistance in 
tiie release of Lebanese detainees which took place on Dec. 1 and 
which represents a positive contribution to a comprehensive 
solution. 

Further, be thanks the government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, the government of Syria and the government of Lebanon for 
the invaluable assistance to his- efforts. 

He is confident that the undertaking made to Mr. Picco by the 
various parties will be kept and be repeats his pledge to afritinue 
working for the solution of the remaining humanitarian issues. 


Turkey lets Soviet carrier through Bosphorus 


ISTANBUL (R) — The first full-scale Soviet “aircraft carrier” 
sailed through the B o sphorus Monday with none of the hiss tiie 
voyage would have created no cold war days. Witnesses said a 
Turkish gunboat followed tiie 65,000-tonne Admiral Kuznetsov 
and an escorting Soviet frigate as they headed through the 18-mile 
channel swept by rain and hail. The Kuznetsov to ok a bout 75 
minu tes to wind its way through tiie Bosphorus, which runs 
between Europe and Asia. The 1936 Montrenx Conv ention, which 
governs the passage of warships through the Turkish straits under 
tiie supervision of NATOmember Turkey, appears to ban aircraft 
carriers. But Ankara has accepted Moscow’s description of the 
Kuznetsov as a cruiser. The Soviet Union’s collapse and the waiting 
of superpower rivalry means the warship’s passage through the 
only route from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean has caused few 
ripples. “Five or six years ago we might have objected,” a U.S. 
diplomat speculated. “Now with the changes in the Soviet Union, 
we are just wondering who it belongs to — Russia? the Ukraine? 
Georgia?” Western analysts say the Kuznetsov, with angled and 
ski- jump flight decks, can cany about 60 combat jets and 
helicopters, but no aircraft could be seen on its decks on Monday. 
The 43,000-tonne Kiev, a Soviet warship viewed in the West as an 
aircraft carrier but described by Moscow as an anti-submarine 
Cruiser, fuelled co n troversy over the Montrenx Convention when 
it sailed through the Turkish straits in 1976. 

Oil spill In Red Sea 

NICOSIA (R) — A Saudi tanker split in two and leaked oil after 
running aground off the Red Sea port of Jeddah, the Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) said Sunday. All 13 crew of the Najmat A1 Petrol 18 
(Petrol Star 18) were rescued after it ran aground on Saturday; 
SPA, monitored in Cyprus, did not give the size of the tanker but 
said it was carrying 585 tonnes of fuel oil. Two military planes were 
taking part in an operation to control the pollution. 

Egyptian banking trial adjourns again 

CAIRO (R) — Judgment on an Egyptian Islamic banking scandal 
was postponed again Monday when a court adjourned the trial of a 
lawyer accused of depositing a false cheque to rescue the Rayyan 
Islamic Investment Company. Rashad Nabib, accused of si gnin g a 
cheque worth 1.54 billion Egyptian pounds ($460 million) without 
having the funds to back it, petitioned last week to be tried by a 
different court. The judge said the trial would be adjourned until 
he had ruled on the petition. A lawyer for some of the 187,000 
depositors in Rayyan, who had savings worth 1.9 billion pounds 
($570 million) frozen when the company was shut down in 1988, 
said no date had been set for the ruling. Mr. Nabib (fid not appear 
in the courthouse, which was thronged with angry depositors 
demanding compensation. 

3 police hurt in clash with French Arabs 

AMIENS, France (R) — Three police officers were injured in a 
second consecutive night of dashes between riot police mid dozens 
of young French Arabs in this northern dty, police said Sunday. 
Two of tiie three police casualties were hit by air rifle pellets and 
tiie third was strode by a flying stone. It was not known if any 
Arabs were injured. Half a dozen parked cars were set ablaze 
during the dashes which began on Saturday night when Arabs, 
blocked traffic while trying to stage a sit-in strike in the centre of 
town. The dashes mostly involve teenage children of “Hariris,” or 
auxiliary Muslim soldiers who fought for France in the 1954-1962 
Algerian independence war, and who sought refuge in metropoli- 
tan France afterwards to avoid reprisals. Five policemen were hurt 
in clashes on Friday night. Many of tiie Hariris’ children say French 
authorities failed to sufficiently aid their parents, who are French 
nationals, when they settled here and that the community now has 
an exceptionally high unemployment rate. 

Afghan party defends Closure of newspaper 

KABUL (R) — Afghanistan's ruling party has defended its 
decision to close down Kabul’s biggest selling newspaper, saying it 
had done its job in fostering a free press. The weekly Akhbar-i- 
Hafta failed to appear last Thursday after the Watan (Homeland) 
Party withdrew financial support in a move that diplomats 
interpreted as a victory for hardliners in die former Communist 
Party. Watan said in a statement from its propaganda and 
enlightenment department the paper had “achieved its purpose 
and was now superfluous.” It deplored “irresponsible comments” 
from the paper’s editor. Dr. Zahir Tanin, who said in an interview 
last week tiie closure of the paper was an attack on democracy. 
Although operating within confines set by the party, tiie paper had 
tended to express tiie views of party members who wanted more 
democracy. 

Pollsarlo wants pressure on Rabat 

ALGIERS (R) — The Polisario Front, seeking independence for 
the Western -Sahara, called Sunday for international pres sur e to 
stop Rabat sending what it termed “tens of thousands of 
Moroccans to settle in our occupied towns.” The front also called 
in a statement for an “end to the continued violations of the 
ceasefire by Morroco and the increasing provocations aimed at 
aborting the United Nations peace plan." Polisario guerrillas and 
Moroccan troops fought for more than 15 years in the former 
Spanish colony, claimed by Rabat, until a U.N.-sponsored cease- 
fire last September. A referendum giving Saharans the choice 
between independence and integration with Morocco is due -next 
year, but both sides have accused the other of trying to sab ot ag e it. 
At the heart of the problem lies tiie question of who should be 
eligible, to vote. 

Ghozali: Immigrants hostages of French politics 

PARIS (R) — Algeria's Prime Minister Sidahmad Ghozali said 
Sunday France’s one-ariOion-stroiig Algerian com m u ni t y was 
hostage to French politicians seeking to cash in on anti-imnrigrmt 
feeHngs. “The emigrants are held hostage to political manoeuvres, 
to in-fighting between French politicians,” Mr. Ghozali told 
France’s Antenne 2 television channel in an interview recorded in 
Algiers. 
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Jordan 
takes part in 
preparatory 
meeting for 
summit 

AlMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
taking part in a meeting by Isla- 
mic countries’ foreign ministe rs 
due to open in Dakar, Senegal, 
Thursday to prepare for foe Isla- 
mic Countries Summit meeting 
on Dec. 9. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber.wbo left Amman for foe 
Senegalese capital Monday, said 
that the meeting will prepare foe 
agenda for the summit, which is 
expected to discnss a host of 
important issues of concern to the 
Islamic Nation, The most impor- 
tant of these issues, he said, is the 
Palestine question and the Arab- 
Zsraeli conflict as well as current 
efforts to reach a comprehensive 
and peaceful settlement the re- 
gion based on U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and interna- 
tional legitimacy. 

The mmfeter, who is leading a 
groopof Jordanian officials, said 
that foe summit was expected to 
discuss current world affairs, 
means of rebuilding solidarity in 
the Islamic World and challenges 
facing Islamic countries. Dr. Aim 
Jaber said that Jordan will take 
part in the summit meeting and 
will do all it can to rally the ranks 
of the Islamic nations. 

The foreign minister also said 
that he was looking forward to 
the meetings with his counter- 
parts in the Arab and Islamic 
nations to coordinate positions 
and to discuss current effort to 
achieve a Middle East peace. 

Accompanying Dr. Abu Jaber 
to tire meeting in Dakar are Raef 
Nijem, former minister of awqaf 
and Islamic affairs, Ahmad 
Helayei, the ministry of awqafs 
secretary general, Jordan’s 
ambassador to Morocco, Jordan's 
consul general in Jeddah and two 
other foreign ministry officials. 



BQs Royal Higmess Crown Prince Hassan Monday attends a "symposium on 
(Petra photo) 

Role of ethnic, religious and 
national differences discussed 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Participants 
in a two-day symposium on sec- 
tarianism winch opened in Am- 
man Monday current 

conflicts in the latter part of the 
20th centmy, noting that they ail 
largely emanated from ethnic, 
religious and national differ- 
ences. 

The delegates agreed that man- 
kind has to find proper solutions 
for this problem to allow for 
co-existence. It must also pave 
the ground for ethnic diversity to 
contribute most positively to foe 
e nri c h ment of local communities, 
they said. 

The symposium, organised by 
foe Goethe Institute in Amman 
together with the Amman-based 
Arab Thought Forum (ATF), is 
being attended by delegates from 
Jordan and Germany. They are 
discussing working papers dealing 
with the advent of the spirit of 
sectarianism arid e thnic national- 
ism, the state and the nation in 


the Arab Orient, ethnic co- 
existence and violence and pros- 
pects for the creation of a state 
and nation of multisect communi- 
ties. 

The head of the German group 
to the symposium submitted a 
working paper entitled: “The Re- 
newal of Nationalism in Eastern 
Europe” in which he outlined foe 
role of minorities in foe forma- 
tion of a modem state. The re- 
searcher also reviewed foe rela- 
tionship between the nation and 
the community and differences 
between the two concepts, the 
emergence of ethnic nationalities 
in various parts of the world and 
their demand for independence. 
He cited the current situations in 
Yugoslavia and Soviet republics 
as examples. 

“I believe that this demons- 
trates that the resurrection of 
iMtinnafem and national confl i ct* 
in eastern Europe, foe revival of 
a phenomenon which theoreti- 


cians had already pronounced 
dead and buried is an event of 
global significance. Rudolf Hiff 
said in his paper. 

He said that the new national- 
ism in eastern Europe only 
appears to be a resurrection of 
foe nationalism of western and 
central Europe of foe 19th cen- 
tury, which imposed its structures 
on the entire world. 

His Royal Highness Grown 
Prince Hassan attended part of 
foe second session Monday and 
voiced his strong belief that na- 
tions should give due attention to 
people’s real interests, respect 
their will and choice and to give 
doe to attention to the humanita- 
rian dimensions and related 
issues in the Middle East. The 
Grown Prince also underlined foe 
importance of benefitting from 
Europe’s experiments on ques- 
tion related to sectarianism and 
ethnic minority issues. 


Chamber proposes ideas 
to stimulate national economy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman sufficient incentives be offered to 
; Chamber of Industry has put exporters so that they would be 
. forth a set oT ideas-and proposes ‘ encouraged to look for hew.mar- 
i aimed at promoting foe industrial ' kets for Jordanian products. He 
foe national - suggested foat foe government 

• economy*-^ - ftin iw r faMiSfiAe 

The chamber’s director gener- 
al, Mohammad Halaiqa, sug- 
gested that the government allow 
the private sector to import cer- 
tain commodities m place of foe 
Ministry of Supply like sugar, 
which is used in a number of 
industrial processes. By import- 
ing this commodity, be said, the 
treasury would benefit because 
the importers would be paying 
duty on imports and competition 
would bring down prices for the 
consumer. 

Dr. Halaiqa noted that Jorda- 
nian manufacturers pay the 
Ministry of Supply higher prices 
for imported sugar than the rates 
that exist on world markets. In 
addition, they are forced to pay 
these higher prices because they 
have no other alternatives. 

Dr. Halaiqa also suggested that 


introduce further facilities and 
help exporters overcome current 
obstacles. 

Dr. Halaiqa said that the gov- 
ernment should give more atten- 
tion to small -sized industries, 
offering them credit facilities so 
that they will absorb more job 
seekers and reduce the problem 
of unemployment. He also sug- 
gested expanding industrial cities 
tike the Sahab Industrial Gty and 
suggested that foe government 
provide foe required infrastruc- 
ture so that major and middle- 
sized industrial schemes be initi- 
ated. 

Dr. Halaiqa noted that the 
current blockade imposed on the 
port of Aqaba has resulted in 
major losses for Jordanian indus- 
trialists. The blockade has cre- 
ated difficulties for the private 
sector in general and the indust- 


rial sector in particular. It has 
also led to a sharp increase in 
freight rates and, consequently, a 
-rise m -foe prices' -of* imported 
products for local consumers. 

The Shipping Agents' Associa- 
tion (SAA) of Jordan told the 
Jordan Times last week that 
Jordanian importers of foodstuff 
as well as Iraq stand to suffer 
drastically from foe enforcement 
of the international sanctions on 
Iraq. 

Particularly affected by the 
American-led naval fleet patroll- 
ing foe Red Sea are bulk cargo 
carriers loaded with rice, sugar 
and floor which are intercepted 
and subjected to unreasonable 
procedures and regulations, ship- 
png officials have said. 

Dr. Halaiqa expressed satisfac- 
tion noth the idea that foe new 
government is oriented towards 
giving a bigger role to the private 
sector. A policy, he said, which is 
bound to stimulate foe national 
economy and create a better di- 
mate for investment. 


ann-®* 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Parliamentary committees 
meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Parliament's Upper and 
Lower Houses’ committees entrusted with draft- 
ing the two Houses’ replies to the speech from 
the throne met Monday separately to study the 
speech in detail. The Upper House committee 
met under the chairmanship of House Speaker 
Ahmad A1 Lawzi, who told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the committee will hold 
another meeting Tuesday and is expected to 
finish foe draft reply before Thursday. The 
Lower House’s committee Monday elected depu- 
ty Abdul. Raouf Rawabdeh as its chairman and 
deputy Majid Khatifeh as its rapporteur. The 
committee is expected to meet again Tuesday. 

Parliamentary delegation 
leaves for India 

AMMAN (Petra) — A parliamentary delegation 
led by deputy Saad Haddadin will leave A mm an 
for India today for a week-long official visit. The 
delegation comprises deputies Ahmad Kafawin, 
Daood Kojak, Jamal Haddad and Mansour 
Murad in addition to Fayez Shawabkeh of the 
Parliament’s general secretariat. 

Higher custom revenues 
reported 

AMMAN (Petra) — The revenues of the Cus- 
toms Department last month amounted to JD 
37,240,000, registering an increase of JD 
16,288,000 over November 1990, according to an 
official source at the department- The source said 
the. revenues of the department since foe begin- 
ning of 1991 till Nov. 30 reached JD 301,857,000. 
compared to JD 260,220,000 during foe same 
period in 1990. 

Agriculture seminar begins 

AMMAN (Petra) — A four-day seminar entitled 
“Agricultural Policy” will begin today at the 


Royal Cultural Centre. The seminar, which is 
organised by foe Ministry of Agriculture in 
cooperation with the United Nations Food and 
Agricultural Organisation (FAO), will discuss 
several working papers dealing with agricultural 
resources, institutional development in the agri- 
cultural sector, marketing and pricing policies 
and agricultural development strategies. Special- 
ists and experts in agricultural and economic 
fields representing Jordan and FAO will partici- 
pate in foe seminar. 

Labour unions to increase 
cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Libyan labour unions 
delegation left Amman Monday after a week- 
long vis it daring which delegation members were 
received by foe secretary general of the Federa- 
tion of foe Jordanian Labour Unions and several 
union leaders. The delegation signed with tire 
Jordanian federation an agreement which pro- 
vides for prom o t i ng and bolstering cooperation 
between Jordan and Libya in labour-related 
fields. During its stay in Amman, the delegation 
visited several labour unions and factories to be 
familiarised with foe achievements erf the federa- 
tion and tire Jordanian industrial sector. 

ILO official visiting Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — An International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) official is doe to arrive in 
Amman today on a week-long visit to the 
Kingdom. Nkolae Sarraf, advisor to the director 
general of the ILO on labour affairs, wiD meet 
during his stay in Amman with Jordanian labour 
onion leaders for talks on enhancing cooperation 
between the ILO and the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Labour Unions. Mr. Sarraf will also discuss 
issues related to a training a*vd e du ca tion al 
programme which the ILO intends to-launcb in 
Jordan within the framework of the assistance -it 
extends to the Jordanian federation. The prog- 
ramme to expand the knowledge of Jorda- 
nian labourers, create new job opportunities and 
curb unemployment in Jordan. 


Contracts 
signed for 
preservation 
of lands 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
Of Agriculture" Monday granted 
force tenders to local firms worth 
a total of JD 423,000 for soil 
maintenance and conservation 
projects within the Zarqa River 
Basin. 

The first contract, worth JD 

180.000, is for a project to be 
carried out on 8,563 dunums 
within foe Jerasb and Kitteh dis- 
tricts benefiting the lands of 224 
local fanners. 

The second, worth JD 98,000, 
covers 11,694 dunums in the 
Sukhneh and Mudawwar districts 
benefiting the lands of 85 local 
farmers. 

The third tender, worth JD 

145.000, covers 12,282 dunums in 
the districts of Alouk and Re- 
miemin benefiting lands owned 
by 252 famers. 

According to the contracts, 
signed by Minister of Agriculture 
Fayez Khasawneh and managers 
of foe three local firms, the pro- 
jects should be finished in 275 
days. 

The ministry said that more 
contracts for more work within 
the Zarqa River Basin will be 
signed in the coming few months. 
The project entails developing 
land within foe basin, including 
soil, maintenance and preserva- 
tion schemes, covering 95,500 
dunums. 

The overall scheme, which runs 
to 1993, aim to develop safe land 
use. soil conservation and im- 
proved farming techniques. 


Officials condemn Israeli decision to 
extend Bir Zeit University closure 


By Odeh Odefa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Israel's decision 
to renew the closure order of 
Bir Zeit University for another 
three months is another 
attempt on the part of foe 
occupation authorities to pro- 
voke negative reactions on the 
part of foe Palestinian delega- 
tion to the peace process. Dr. 
Hanan Ashrawi, official 
spokeswoman for foe Palesti- 
nian delegation, said Monday. 

The Israeli measure is illegal 
and is a violation of interna- 
tional law and Palestinian hu- 
man rights, she said. It is also a 
flagrant defiance cf foe co- 
sponsors of foe Middle East 
peace conference. Dr. Ashrawi 
added. 

By extending foe order, Bir 
Zeit University will have been 
dosed for over four years. 


according to the university’s 
liaison office in Amman. It 
issued a statement in which it 
said that the university views 
the present extended closure as 
a very serious offense, espe- 
cially since all other Palestinian 
universities were allowed to 
reopen several months ago. 

The closure order dearly in- 
dicates the lack of respect for 
international resolutions con- 
cerning academic freedoms 
and is indicative of intent to 
erect obstacles to the peace 
process, foe statement said. 

Dr. G hassan A! Khatib, a 
member of the Palestinian de- 
legation’s advisory committee, 
said the continued dosure was 
aimed at undermining the 
confidence-building measures 
started at the Madrid parley. 
The extension of the dosure, 
coupled with Israel’s open in- 
tentibn to increase its Jewish 
settlements is a dear indication 


of Israel’s evil intentions, be 
said. 

He added that Israel is dear- 
ly aiming at provoking foe 
Palestinians and the whole in- 
ternational community, includ- 
ing the U.S. government. 

A spokesman for the 
Amman-based regional office 
of foe United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) said 
that the Israeli measure dep- 
rives the Palestinians of their 
rights to an education. 

Association of Arab Univer- 
sities (AAU) Secretary Gener- 
al Mohammad Dugheim urged 
world organisations to take ac- 
tion to force Israel to refrain 
from such arbitrary actions. 

Sbeilfo Abdul Hamid A1 
Say eh, speaker of the Palestine 
National Council, said that 
Israel’s extended dosure of Bir 
Zeit University aims at abort- 
ing the peace process. He said 


Israel openly refuses to live in 
peace with the Palestinians 
people. 

According to the liaison 
office statement, the university 
will continue to challenge foe 
Israelis by providing educa- 
tional services to its students in 
make shift arrangements and 
through “undeclared classes” 
in student and faculty homes or 
rented premises outside the 
university campus. 

It said that foe university will 
do all it can to provide educa- 
tional opportunities for foe 
Palestinian people. The state- 
ment stressed that the universi- 
ty wonkl continue its campaign 
to see toil that the university is 
re-opened and that its stu- 
dents, faculty, staff and admi- 
nistration resume their normal 
academic roles on their campus 
without coercion or harass- 
ment. 



Zzyad Fariz 

Official to 
try to secure 
financial aid 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Planning Ziyad Fariz left for 
Washington Monday to bold talks 
with officials at the World Bank 
on securing financial resources 
for Jordan’s balance of payments 
and to ensure financial assistance 
for the Kingdom’s economic de- 
velopment. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, World Bank 
assistance is also soeghtto help 
support foe Kmgdom’s jainent 
plans to implement the economic 
Testiucting programme' as' agreed 
with foe International Monetary 
Fond (IMF). 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker has stressed that foe new 
government was totally commit- 
ted to foe implementation of this 
programme. 

In his speech from the throne, 
which is to also serve as the 
government’s policy statement, 
IBs Majesty King Hussein refer- 
red to foe difficulties facing foe 
Jordanian economy. Bnt, he 
noted, the government will per- 
sist in dealing with the problems 
and will strive to reduce the trade 
deficit in the balance of payments 
through increasing and diversify- 
ing exports, encouraging tourism 
and reducing imports. 

Last month, the g ov e r nm ent of 
outgoing Prime Minister Taber 
Masri announced the 1992 fiscal 
budget, which revealed a deficit 
of JD 107 million and said that 
the deficit wifi be covered by 
external and internal loans. 

Dr. Fariz, a member of a 
Jordanian team led by Foreign 
Mmister Kamel Abu Jaber, is 
negotiating financial assistance 
from the European Community 
(EC) to stimulate the national 
economy and overcome foe pre- 
sent economic difficulties. 

Accompanying Dr. Fariz on his 
visit to Washington is Dr. Michel 
Marto, deputy governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 


VACANCY 

SECRETARY 

The U.S. Agency for International Development has a 
vacancy for a secretary. The applicant should have 
completed secondary school and specialised train- 
ing in typing and stenography; should have a 
minimum of one year of secretarial and clericar 
experience; should be able to type in English a 
minimum of 40 words per minute. Applicant should 
be able to operate a word processor or other 
computer programmes. Salary will range from 
JD 3,753.820 per annum, however, the salary will be 
based on the qualifications and prior work experi- 
ence of the successful candidate. 

Interested candidates who believe they have 
the required qualifications to fill this position 
may apply in writing by submitting a recent 
bio data and salary history in English to the 
following address: Personnel Office, US. 
Agency for International Development, 
P.O.Box 354, Amman, Jordan. Deadline for 
submitting applications is December 11, 
1991. Top candidates will be called for per- 
sonal interview. 


Ministry reviewing laws 
dealing with operations 
of village councils 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministiy 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and foe Environment has just 
embarked on a comprehensive 
revision of its laws and regula- 
tions concerning the local coun- 
cils and their activities with a view 
to modernising them. 

One of foe main objectives of 
this revirion is to grant expanded 
authority to heads of local coun- 
cils and bigger roles for the coun- 
cils to serve as socio-economic 
units and local governments, 
according to Minister of Municip- 
al and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat. 

Tbe modernisation programme 
will be largely based on the ex- 
periences gained in municipal and 
village councils development and 
service sectors in a manne r that 
would cater to modern needs, foe 
minister explained in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. 

' The revision will cover' the pre- 
sent local councils situation, their, 
financial,' ’afltofiffsfrative - and 
technical- services "recommenda- 
tkJhs' passed by various confer- 
ences and seminars organised by 
the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment over the past few years, foe 
mmister said. 

He said that the revision will 
take into account proposals put 
forth by heads of local councils 
concerning new laws and regnla- 



Abdnl Razzak Tnbeisbat 

tions and their amendments. 

The revision comes on the 
heels of a wide scale tour con- 
ducted by foe minister of various 
regions of the Kingdom in order 
to discuss reform to councOs’ laws 
and future prog rammes . 

Dr. Thbeishat said his ministry 
had uked the heads of the local 
conpgUs to, pxaenLyiews^pFqppF- 
apd, i4^ . fo^,,ppuld rf bec;zn- 
corporated in 'the new ■ la^s_,-ftfld 
reflations., - He> said foe 
minis try also plans to enlist char- 
itable and voluntary organisa- 
tions in the new endeavour, be- 
nefiting from their experiences in 
rural areas. 

A mayor or bead of a village 
council has to plan and execute 
programmes and public services, 
not just supervise their imple- 
mentation, the minister said. 


Company to 

showcase 

products 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Philips 
Company is or gani si n g an inter- 
national telecommunications con- 
ference in Amman today with foe 
participation of delegates from 
six countries to orient the public 
on the most modern technical 
equipment currently produced by 
the company. 

In the two-day meeting, which 
is expected to be opened by 
Minister of Communications 
Jamal Saraireh, the delegates will 
inspect and discuss equipment 
used in the telephone, micro- 
wave, television and communica- 
tions fields produced by the com- 
pany. 

Ahmad Nawawi, director 
general of the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC), will 
present a briefing on the TCCs 
telephone services to the Jorda- 
nian public. 

A Philips Company repre- 
sentative told a press conference 
that Amman was chosen for the 
conference because of the King- 
doms. worldwide good image and 
rept^ation. 

Moisten and directors of tele- 
communications in Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen, Sudan, Lebanon and 
Jordan will attend foe meeting 
and discuss working papers deal- 
ing with general telecommunica- 
tions operations in urban and 
rural regions, telephone ex- 
changes, car telephones, public 
and television telephones among 
other topics. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordinary Issue No. 22 



Drawing of Doe. 2 , 1091 


Wionhig Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 07835 

Wins JP 30,000 


Holder of ticket No. 
Wins JD 7,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


330 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


07520 

2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


11030 

1,500 


Holder of ticket No. 

WinsJD 


1 , 200 . 


Holder of ticket No. 

WinsJD 


19743 

1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


79606 

800 


TenconsotationprtzastotalHngJD 1,200 each winsJD 12t 

07836 07865 07935 08835 17835 
07836 07825 07735 06835 97835 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD TOO each wins JD 70 

52735 52744 52836 53736 62734 
52733 52726 52636 51736 42734 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 4M each wins JD 41 

77520 77539 77629 78529 87529 
77528 77519 77629 76529 67529 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 280 each wins JD 20 

07521 07530 07620 08520 17520 
07529 07510 07420 06520 97520 


Ten consolation prizes 

11031 11040 
11039 11020 


totalling JD 159 each wins JD 15 

11130 12030 21030 
11930 10030 01030 


Ten consolation prizes 

45414 45423 
45412 45403 


totalling JD 199 each wins JD 19 

45513 46fcl3 55413 
45313 44413 35413 


Ten consolation prizes 

19744 19753 
19742 19733 


totalling JD 99 each wins JD 8 

19843 10743 29743 
19643 18743 09743 


Ten oonsolaton prizes 

79607 79616 
79605 79696 


totalling JD 79 each wins JD 7 

76706 70606 89606 
79506 78606 69606 
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TaSE Swakah ifej-ki Mtahah Mahmoud Ahmad 'Hunan Snobar Tamer ttnNm Axahkn Abu Rahmah 

Karate- Phctopaphnr. Karak - Oliver Arman - &*Jsmni frtoid- Farmer Amman -Student Amman-Lai 

HaK first JOfZBOO H« fast JD1ZSQ0 Ft* second JO 6,000 Rj» «rd J03JMO HaS faith JD1.250 Half faith JOI^W RriFOtftJDI 

Next Ikaw takes place OD December 17, 1991 
First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters 
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Positive politics 


THE SURPRISE withdrawal of Deputy Abdul Majeed 
Shreideh from the race for the post of speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament in favour of Muslim 
Brotherhood Deputy Abdul Latif Arabtyat offers a 
unique opportunity for a harmonious and constructive 
relationship among the various political blocs in 
Parliament. Mr. Shreideh was the candidate of the 
Constitution and National blocs that group 33 de- 
puties. That could have assured Mr. Shreideh victory 
in the elections for the speakership had he went ahead 
with his nomination. Mr. Shradefa has very dearly 
signalled to the Muslim Brotherhood that they were 
required to play their part in these critical times when 
he said in his speech that “the Islamists have not been 
included in the Cabinet so let them be (influential) in 
Parliament.” In effect the parliamentary blocs have all 
shown a degree of maturity in dividing the national 
task among themselves at this critical stage in our 
history. In this sense, democracy in Jordan has 
registered a real victory. With the government and the 
parliamentary blocs represented in it extending their 
hand to the opposition, the stage has now been set for a 
positive development in the quest for further promo- 
tion and consolidation of democracy in the Kingdom. 

Obviously the pressing issues of the day are behind 
tins conciliatory move within the Lower House of 
Parliament. Deputy Shreideh said so in so many words 
when he referred to the urgent national issues con- 
fronting the country as «»n»wg for cooperation among 
all factions in Parliament. 

Indeed peace in the Middle East is not all that 
concerns Jordan and Jordanians. The country is still 
under the grip of harsh economic conditions that 
resulted in increased unemployment and poverty. 
There is always a sense of urgency when such 
formidable c h al l e n ges are approached and dealt with. 
Then there are regional issues which stand to affect the 
entire Middle East, including of course Jordan. Water 
and the environment, concerns for the entire region, 
require a united rather than a divided effort if we want 
to resolve them in a positive manner and in a way 
which could ensure benefits to our country. All 
Jordanians have a stake in which is going around 
them, either regionally or internationally, and no one 
can afford useless bickering between the Parliament 
and government or irrational division among the 
principal political groups in the Lower House. With 
Speaker Arabiyat extending renewed falfdtations to 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, we hope that 
his bloc in the House would not vote negatively against 
the new government. Democracy, like anything else, is 
not about negative politics but has a lot to do with 
positive contribution. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Power, change, and dances of the jungle beasts 


AL RAT Monday described His Majesty King Hussein's speech 
from the Throne delivered to Parliament Sunday as comprehen- 
sive, expressing the full and deep confidence in the country’s 
ability to pursue the objectives of democracy and construction. 
The speech voiced the aspirations of the Jordanian people and 
presented a comprehensive analysis of the Kingdom’s foreign and 
domestic policies, said the paper. But at the same time, the King’s 
speech to Parliament and the nation contained a dear warning 
against any attempt by any group to impede the democratic 
. process or deviate it from its course or cause a crisis in the existing 
relations between the executive and legislative authorities, the 
paper said. The speech also warned against the imposition by a 
certain group of its ideology on the rest of the Jordanian people 
undermining citizens’ basic rigbts and stemming initiatives by any 
individual to offer service to the country and the nation, the paper 
added. Needless to say that the speech, which is serving as the 
government’s policy statement will be respected and upheld by 
tiie executive authority; and it is hoped that Parliament will give 
the government a hand in implementing the Royal directives so 
that the democratic system can be safeguarded, lime and again, 
said the paper, King Hussein reiterated and reaffirmed that 
Jordan will not go back from its democratic course and the speech 
from the Throne came to further stress such principle and to show 
the way for the government and Parliament alike. 

- A columnist in AI Ra’i Arabic daily said that Jordan is burdened 
with nearly $9.2 billion m debts, accumulated between 1975 and 
1987, and that this debt exceeds by four times the Kingdom’s 
’ability to pay its dues. Fabed Al Fanefc said that it is in Jordan’s 
.interest to obtain long-term soft loans at present to help it 
•overcome presang economic problems and help retain the 
.mintmnm standard of living of its people. Such long-term loans 
[with very low interest payable over 20 years are bearable and no 
doubt part of such debt will be waived by the creditors, the writer 
said. He expressed hope that the creditor governments will in due 
time cancel their debts to Jordan, but until that time comes, the 
country is in need of these long-term soft loans to tidy it over the 
present difficulties and help Jordanians retain their present 
minimum standard of living. The writer said that the debts 
accumulated in the past decade have caused a drop in the value of 
the currency by 50 per cent and the Jordanians standard of living 
by 40 per cent. 


YOU know that tins is a moment of great historical change in the 
Middle East because everyone is acting in such a peculiar manner. 
Change is evident in domestic developments in' several Middle 
Eastern countries, as well as m political capitals further afield, 
including: 

— the mann er in which Parliament forced a change of 
government in Jordan, without forcing a change hi policy. 

— the tit-for-tat feuding between Israel and the United States. 

— the sudden remvigoration of extremist and provocative acts 
by the Israeli government 

The historical change I refer to really boils down to a very 
simple process: power is being transferred from the old ways of 
military- and security-minded people to the new ways of tivfl 
government and political leaderships that seek the equal applica- 
tion of human and political rights to all people in the area. A 
region that sought unsuccessfully to assure its stability and 
security through the psyche of fear and the politics of force is now 
lurching towards a new set of political criteria. In the lurching, 
otherwise rational men act in strange ways. 

The dispute between the U.S. and Israel about starting the 
bilateral peace talks in Washington on Dec. 4 or Dec. 9 is a case in 
point. The date is irrelevant. The real issue here is power. Who 
decides the date and venue 7 dearly, the United States does in 
this case. What does this portend for the future? It suggests that 
Washington may also lay down the law on more substantive 
matters, such as Israeli withdrawal from occupied Arab land, 
Palestinian rights, or American aid to Israel. The power balance is 
shifting. Scared warriors cannot forever dictate policy. So they 
challenge, they ask for five more days in December. They try to 
believe that the world has not changed, that their old ways still 
work. 

They also seek to make change in the region difficult. The 
Israelis keep building settlements n Palestine and the Golan 
Heights. Their parliament affirms that the Golan can never be 
returned to Syria. Their prime minister dives into the Old 
Testament, desperately seeking shelter from the contemporary 
winds of cold reality. They take over more homes in Arab 
Jerusalem and raid the archives of the most sacred Islamic holy 
places in Palestine. These are the desperate acts of old men who 
fear change, who see power slipping out of their hands and into 
the hands of a new generation of Arabs and Israelis that sees 
security as the consequence of justice and equal rights for all, 
rather than of military might and physical occupation of other 
people’s lands. These old men from the past try to ignore the 
signals of change from the new generations, the opinion polls in 
Israel and among American Jews that show a massive majority in 
favour of freezing settlements, exchanging land for peace, and 
coexisting on equal terms with the Palestinians and other Arabs. 
As power shifts from the old, scarred warmors to the young who 
speak of justice, political actions become rough, emotions shrill. 

Take domestic politics in Jordan as another very different 
example that belles the similar phenomenon of societies in change 
and power in transition. Why would the ancient regime-type 
characters who dominate the Constitution Bloc challenge the 
young government of Taber Masri? I have heard many explana- 
tions, of which three seem possible: a) some people resented his 
Palestinian origin, b) some people resented not being included in 
his cabinet, c) some. people resented the postponement of 
parliament for two months at the crucial moment when Mideast 
peace talks were starting, and they showed their resentment by 
challenging the prime minister and his cabinet. 

Option (a) is probably applicable to a small number of 
small-minded people whom we can easily ignore, because they 
represent the past, and have no serious role in the future of this 
land and this region. Narrow ethnicity and false nationalism have 
been the p’ague of the Arabs in the last two decades, and should 
be left in .the ashes of the 1970s and 1980s. The 

overwhelming message from the grassroots of the Arab World 


today is not “where do you come from?”,' but rather, “where are 
we heading to?” , 

Options (b) and (c) are more likely. But what do they reveal 
about how political and economic power are wielded in Jordan 
today? They show that the process of democratisation is rather 
serious, even though is not yet impeccably decorous, deep, or 
widespread throughout society. Members of parliament suddenly 
realised toar their positions entailed more than their candybar- 
cokmred licence plates and new passports. They realised that they 
had an opportunity to participate in the apportioning and exercise 
of raw power — and raw power, in the end, means influence, 
jobs, contracts, financial benefits, the glow of the televirion lights, 
trips to foreign cities, meetings with important visitors from 
abroad, and the satisfaction of feeling seif-important because your 
people chose to have you represent them in parliament. To 
become a cabinet minister assures you of lifetime financial 
security, and a substantial hike in your political and social 
standing in a society that is intensely political and socialised. 

It took about two years, but our MPs finally started to play the 
political game when they had a prime minister such as Taher 
Masri wilting to play. Taher Masri should go down in the modern 
history of Jordan as the first prime minister who truly engaged in a 
political process, who responded to popular sentiment as repre- 
sented in parliament, who put up with the siltiness of some MPs 
who were flexing their young political muscles. This game was not 
possible in 1989-91 with Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker or Mudar 
Badran, mainly because of the complex interplay between the 
lure of power for MPs and the constraints imposed on them by 
social niceties and Arab traditions of courtesy. 

Taher Masri changed all that, for he was correctly seen to be 
our first genuinely democratic prime minister (or, as the very 
perceptive and honest Jordanian modem historian Mustafa 
Hamameh called him, our first “instinctively democratic” prime 
minister). Unlike Mr. Badran and Sherif Zeid, Mr. Masri was fair 
game. IBs territorial social base was sufficiently diffused to allow 
him to be challenged without permanently damaging family 
honour or bilateral social/economic interests. His status as a 
wealthy, self-made businessman and public servant from a 
traditional regional merchant family also increased his eligibility 
to be challenged. He was a product of the marketplace, and thus 
subject to the forces of the marketplace. 

His status as an elected member of parliament was also a factor. 
He was a political animal living tty the code of the jungle. The 
other jungle beasts found it not only permissible but perhaps even 
biologically obligatory to challenge his supremacy. Why should he 
be prime minister, and not someone else from parliament, if 
parliament wass suddenly the pool from which the wielders of 
power were piucked? 

His strength was that he accepted the challenge, played by the 
democratic rules, and gracefully bowed out when he saw that his 
incumbency was the inevitable price to be paid for the continuing 
Jordanian transition to pluralistic and participatory democracy. 
The amazing thing is that the new government has adopted 
exactly the same policies of the Masri government — but it has a 
stronger base in parliament. So, the Masri policies were not the 
issue. The issue was power, but power is not totally without 
constraints, as we shall see with our new government. 

Sheif Zeid poses a more problematic challenge to parliament, 
for he is not as easy to oppose, for four reasons: 

1) . He is a Sherif, a descendant of the Prophet Mohammad’s 

noble family, and therefore slightly above the jungle of 
parliamentary politics. 

2) . He offered His Majesty King Hussein’s speech as his 

government’s political programme. While everyone will 
have comments about the speech, and many people will 
suggest amendments, additions or changes in emphasis, 
very few people will want to oppose it outright, because 
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TOKYO — Isolated North Korea 
could become an international 
pariah and suffer similar sanc- 
tions to Iraq if it goes on resisting 
world pressure to open its secret 
nuclear facilities to outside scru- 
tiny, Korea analysts said on 
Friday. 

They said failure to comply, in 
defiance of the United States and 
other concerned nations, could 
mean Pyongyang, like Baghdad 
this year, would be faced with a 
U.N. -mandated mission deman- 
ding access to make sure it is not 
secretly developing nuclear 
weapons. 

North Korea, a signatory to the 
Nudear Non-Proliferation Trea- 
ty, has long been under pressure 
to sign the follow-up nudear safe- 
guards agreement, which would 
allow international inspection of 
its nudear finali ties. 

North Korea strongly denies it 
is developing nudear arms, but 
has refused to accept uncon- 
ditional inspection of its plant at 
Yongbyon, 90 kilometres north 
of Pyongyang. This led to fears in 
Washington, Seoul and Tokyo 
that it is dose to acquiring the 
ability to make nudear arms. 

Visiting Seoul this month, U.S. 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
added to the sense of crisis. 

Warning that a nuclear-armed 
North Korea would be “the most 
serious threat to peace and stabil- 
ity mi the Korean peninsula and 
in East Asia.” he announced that 
Wash ington was indefinitely post- 
poning planned troop pullouts 
from the south. 

The United States, which 
fought alongside the south in the 
1950-53 Korean war, has kept 
forces there ever since under a 
defence pact. 

Within days of Mr. Cheney's 
tough talking, Pyongyang took 
what appeared to be a concilia- 
tory step. 

A government statement on 
Monday said for die first time: 
“We will sign the nudear' safe- 
guards accord when the United 
Stales begins to withdraw its nuc- 
ier weapons from South Korea.” 

Otherwise, it repeated its pre- 
vious conditions for accepting 
outside scrutiny — simultaneous 


inspection in both Koreas, U.S.- 
North Korean talks on inspec- 
tion, and north-south talks on 
de-nnclearising the Korean 
peninsula. 

By coinddence South Korean 
Defence Minister Lee Jong-Koo, 
speaking the same day, also 
Mated at compromise. 

He told parliament that Seoul, 
long hostile to any linkage be- 
tween North Korean nuclear 
moves and weapons stored on its 
soil, was now considering accept- 
ing simultaneous inspection if toe 
North would abandon making 
nudear arms. 

Teruo Komalri, of Tokyo’s In- 
stitute of Developing Economies, 
said the Pyongyang statement 
“represents somewhat of a 
softening m North Korea’s stance 
in that it gave the timing of 
signing in a concrete term — 
’when the United States begins to 


withdraw.” 

Masao Okonogi of Keio Uni- 
versity said: “North Koreans are 
now aware that the deadline for 
them (to sign the accords) is just 
around the corner.” 

Mr. Okonogi and Mr. Komaki 
agreed that Pyongyang would 
probably sign the accord and go 
as far as accepting inspection, 
after various twists and turns, 
although there still remained dif- 
ficult technical problems in im- 
plementing simultaneous inspec- 
tion. 

Another Korea watcher, who 
asked not to be named, was less 
impressed. 

“The north may sign the 
accord," be said, “but it is unlike- 
ly to accept inspection because it 
intends to go nudear to get the 
military upper band over the 
south. It is playing for time to 
that end.” 
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Hideshi Takesada of Japan's 
Institute of National Defence 
Studies sounded a similar note of 
caution. “Even if it does sign the 
accord , North Korea may dude 
allowing inspection on one pre- 
text or another while pressing on 
to become a nudear power.” 

Whatever Pyongyang's hidd- 
den agenda, analysts generally 
agree that it has little time left to 
act. 

“Unless it makes dear its in- 
tention to sign the safeguards 
accord by next spring, it could 
become a second Iraq,” Mr. 
Komaki said. “Washington is los- 
ing patience.” 

Mr. Okonogi agreed. “North 
Korea, like Iraq before it, could 
face a compulsory U.S. -despatch- 
ed inspection to stop it making 
nudear weapons.” 

With Washington expected to 
pull its tactical nudear weapons 
out of South Korea by the end of 
this year, Pyongyang’s time for 
manoeuvre was slipping away, 
Mr. Okonogi said. 

“If the north keeps refusing to 
sign the accord,” he said, “an 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency meeting of governors in 
February is expected to act to 
condemn Pyongyang.” 

“Should this not work, the 
U.N. Security Coundl is likely to 
adopt a resolution calling for eco- 
nomic sanction... Things are now 
moving according to such a sche- 
dule that North Koreans are be- 
ginning to feel a sense of crisis,” 
he said. 

“They seem to have concluded 
they must take some steps before 
fadng unwelcome action,” Mr. 
Okonogi said. “Even economic 
sanctions would deal a serious 
blow to that impoverished state.” 

In September, President 
George Bush announced be was 
ending deployment of U.S. tactic- 
al nuclear weapons worldwide, 
including those deployed in South 
Korea. 

South Korean President Roh 
Tae-Woo followed up with an 
unexpected declaration early in 
November renouncing manufac- 
ture, storage or use of nuclear 
weapons by the south. 

Analysts saw these moves as 
designed to give North Korea a 
face-saving pretext to abandon its 
nudear arms programme. 


tins would be seen as a personal gesture against the King 
— and that remains beyond the accepted roles of this 
constitutional monarchy. History will ultimately pass 
verdict on the policies of King Hussein, and our parlia- 
mentarians will be more than happy to leave that job to 
history. 

3) . Sherif Zeid offers the jungle of breather, a pause between 

bush battles during which the beasts retreat, regroup, tally 
their losses and gains, and review the landscape once 
again. It would not look good to bring down another 
government at a moment when the country presents itself 
as a budding democracy and a committed partner in the 
search for regional peace and stability. 

4) . His cabinet includes members from all major parliamen- 

tary blocs except the Muslim Brotherhood, so that the 
MPs’ thirst for executive-style political power is Largely 
satisfied. 

The real issue here, though, is not personalities, but power. 
Parliamentarians have woken up to the fact that they can increase 
their personal power and their impact on decision-making. They 
are testing how far they can go, flexing their young muscles, 
standing in front of the political mirror and admiring their 
newfound bulk. And, like adolescents who have been given a new 
car, they are pushing it to the limit, testing how fast they can go 
without cradling, driving dangerously on the edge. 

All of this seems rather healthy to me. Remember, however, 
that MPs now perform on a stage that is largely unmonitored. The 
press is letting them off easy, because the press is mostly envious, 
and wants to share the stage of power and profit with them. The 
electorate is intrigued, amused, busy elsewhere, or uninterested 
in the deeds of grown men acting like teenagers. Special interest 
groups, lobbies, and extra-parliamentary political forces are 
young or non-existent, and wfil take time to develop. 

Our MPs were wonderful at challenging tiie old style of 
government and calling for new methods and policies. Now that 
they are in power, most of them have proved mediocre at 
presenting policies that can meet the challenges of the times. Most 
of them still think they live in pre-November 1989. They want to 
be perpetual opposition figures, while enjoying the perks of 
incumbency. They demand from the government many things, 
forgetting that they are part of the government. They admire 
themselves in the political mirror, not knowing that the mirror 
will soon shatter from the sheer intensity of their audacity. ' 

We have to pot np with this until the MPs themselves discover 
that they, too, are accountable to tiie people, just as tiie prime 
minister and the government are accountable to them. I await the 
next general elections with great relish, because MPs who now 
engage in jungle ceremonies and wild tribal dances will have to 
answer to the people who gave them power in the first (dace — 
toe voters. Some MPS will be thrown out, unceremoniously 
dumped after being exposed as false and selfish leaders. Others 
will be re-elected, triumphant in their personal credibility and 
their political commitment to a genuinely pluralistic democratic 
process. Taher Masri and the many others of his Meed will enjoy 
their moment in history, secure in their unselfishness, self- 
confident in their commitment to an Arab identity based on 
dignity and democracy rather than on dinars and dollars. 

This is the way of nations in transition, and we should welcome 
it as a healthy and vital phenomenon. As political and economic 
power become mroe diffused, expanding from a limited circle of 
interests to a broader electoral base, strange tilings will happen, 
grown men will act in peculiar ways, speeding cars will rattle the 
ground beneath us, and children win wake up to the sound of 
minors cradling. Yet, toe people will be the victors in the end, for 
not only will they ultimately get more democratic and responsive 
government, but they also get to watch an entertaining show on 
toe way. " -* 


North Korea risks becoming 
second Iraq in nuclear row 


Despite its vow, 
Israel locked 
in peace moves 

with PLO 


By Howard Golfer 

Renter 


JERUSALEM — Israel is locked 
in Middle East peace moves with 
the PLO, despite its vow never to 
talk to the Palestinian organisation 
it regards as its biggest foe. 

When talks resume as expected 
in Washington next week, nego- 
tiators for Israel's most hardline 
government in history will again 
at across a table from negotiators 
who tell the world they represent 
toe PLO. 

It’s a hard pill to swallow for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 
He officially brands the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO). 
a terrorist group bent on des- 
troying toe Jewish state. 

He has had little choice, facing 
pressure from both a U.S. admi- 
nistration and an Israeli public 
keen to advance the talks bran- 
ched in Madrid last month aimed 
at ending 43 years of Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

Washington, Israel’s guardian 
ally and main supplier of econo- 
mic and military aid, has been 
eager for a solution since forging 
an alliance with Arab States in 
the Gulf war. 

Palestinians insist it is no secret 
their gu idi ng hand is the Tunis- 
based organisation of PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. 

“Everyone knows it,” Hanan 
Ashrawi, spokeswoman fa the 
team representing Palestinians in 
the peace talks, told Israel’s big- 
gest newspaper Yedioto Ahro- 
notfa las week. 

“It is impossible to make any 
landing decisions regar ding the 
peace process without decisions 
of the PLO leadership.” 

Israeli officials, whQe not ack- 
nowledging h, appear to recog- 
nise toe PLO fa involved. 

Police recommended potting 
Ashram on trial for an inteview 
with Jordan Television they said 
proved she had broken farad’s 
anti-terrorism law barring con- 
tacts with toe PLO. 


Then on Monday Israeli Attor- 
ney General Yosef Harish ruled 
“the public interest” would be 
better served by not prosecuting 
Dr. Ashrawi. He cited peace 
negotiations as a reason. 

Israel bars both. Dr. Ashram 
and leading Palestinian national- 
ist Faisal Al Hussemi from join- 
ing the negotiations because of 
their support for toe PLO. 

Yet Haidar Abdul Shaft, a doc- 
tor from the Gaza Strip who 
serves as chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator at toe table, was himself a 
co-founder of the PLO in 1964. 

Israeli officials take c omfor t in 
U.S. promises to deny the PLO a 
formal role in peace talks and to 
bar U.S. entry to PLO envoys 
when talks resume next Wednes- 
day. 

U.S. peace efforts collapsed 
only last year over Israel’s view 
that the PLO, citing the organisa- 
tion's failure to condemn an 
attack by one of its factions on an' 
Israeli beach. 

Israelis also believe that 
Palestinians from the occupied 
Gaza Strip and West Bank are 
fast finding their own voice inde- 
pendent of the leadership in Tank. 

For more than two years toe 
surveys of pollster Rafi Smith- 
have shown at least half of 
Israelis would negotiate with the ■ 
PLO is it were seen to recognise 
Israel and renounce terrorism. 

But Mr. Smith says Israelis ' 
would overwhelmingly pr efer to 
negotiate with Palestinians from 
Israeli-occupied lands — even if 
they support the PLO — - rather 
titan PLO leaders that ' include 
Mr. Arafat. 

There are graving .signs -of 
acceptance among Israeli politi- 
cians. 

*The main op p o sition Labour. 
F&rty, in a policy shift, last weefc 
“Opted a platform d ropp in g its 
opposition to talks with thePLQ- 
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costJ y— ve ry expensive'.” 
She said at least 12 Palestinians 
were laded by Israelis after the 
Madrid conference and several 
Palestinian homes were de- 
molished. 

Dr. Ashrawi who, in an open- 
ing statement, described the 
• problem over U.S. visas as “tech- 
tnical issues,” said later the 
as “a form of political 
|t pressure.” 

5 “There is a contradiction in the 
U.S. role as co-sponsor of the 
io J- peace talks as its role as a host,” 
Q*»r she said. “This is a form of 
political pressure... that is why 
we have been calling for equal 
**■ treatment and why we have been 
asking for a neutral European 
state as venue for the negotia- 


direct reference to any details of 
the wrangle, said the Palestinians 
were going ahead on the baas 
that the joint delegation will split 
and hold separate negotiations 
with the Israelis. “Tins is the logic 
and... It is stated in the letter of 
invitation” to Washington, die 
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Dr. Ashrawi, a professor of 
English language at Bir Zeit Uni- 
^ vereity in the occupied West 
Ige. Bank, refused to reveal the 
nta l names of the advisors involved in 
moniijS the row. “We have never discus' 
mo 5 &r*sed the names in public and I am 
DOt S 0 *?® to do it now," Dr. 
'■■■ ^ Ashrawi said, confir ming that 
there was do problem invol ving 
the actual Palekinian negotiators 
and a “guidance committee'' — 
of which she herself is a member 
— and “ advisors” who are resi- 
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V.dents of the occupied territories, 
i !®^‘ Despite her reference to Amer- 

lean “pressure,” Dr. Ashrawi 
■ Tbet^ affirmed that the delegation nev- 
5 4s ik er received “a blanket assurance” 
that the entire Palesthtiad team 
would receive American visas. 

Sources said the Palestinians 
bad submitted a list oif names to 
the U.S. consulate in occupied 
si as k Jerusalem and were told that the 
•taU* visas would be issued in Amman. 
MR ^ But the U.S. embassy in Amman 
Xi jdj' informed the team late Sunday 
Kftgj* that it needed new appScations," 
lcertc r they said. 

; ; The U.S., wtrichsuspended an 
^ 18-month dialogue with the PLO 
iticdT ^ Ju ty !990 after an aborted raid 
on Israel by one of the factions of 
‘ tiie Tunis-based organisation, re- 
fuses visas for PLO members 
except on humanitarian grounds. 
The State Department reaffirmed 
tins policy last week and said no 
PLO members would be given 
visas to accompany the Palesti- 
nian delegation as advisors. 

“The Palestinians decided that 
it was not worth the effort to 
pursue the dispute with Washing- 
ton,” said an informed source, 
unlnglr pointing put -that it would have 
been a setback for the Palestinian 
approach if they were seen as 
" ' — adopting a hardline stand as 
Israel, which was maintaining its 
poation Monday night that it was 
ready to go to Washington on 
Dec. 9 instead of Dec. 4 and that 
the talks should move to the 
Middle East after one or two 
meetings. 

The row over visas was also 
1 seen as a dimbdown by the PLO, 
which, in the face of being denied 
a direct role in the peace talks, is 
directing the delegation from be- 
hind the scenes. 

“The crucial question was over 
the wisedom of the PLO lead- 
ership pressing hard in its effort 
to make a point and reaffirm its 
role,” said the source. “Obvious- 
ly such a stand would have under- 
. mined the entire process and they 
decided against it.” 

“They felt the issue was not 
substantive enough when com- 
pared with the host of topics — 
including their call for a freeze in 
Israeli settlements — they plan to 
rij sc nns in Washington,” added 
the source, who preferred anony- 
mity. 

At her press conference. Dr. 
Ashrawi, who refrained from any 


She also left the door open for 
te chnical options in the event of a 
powerless, low-level Israeli de- 
legation turns up in Washington 
to avert the scenario of empty 
Israeli chains at the negotiating 
table. “You will see what we will 
do” in such a situation, she said. 
“We don't want to speculate or 
discuss strategies." 

Dr. Ashrawi, who described 
Jordaman-Palcstinian coordina- 
tion as excellent, said there was 
“a certain level of (overall) Arab 
coordination, but it is not perfect. 
There is room for improvement." 

The Syrian and Lebanese de- 
legations to the separate secs of 
bilaterals also beaded for 
Washington Monday. 

The Jordanian side to the joint 
delegation is headed by Dr. Ma- 
jali and included General Abdul 
Hafez Mare'i, Fayez Tarawoeh, 
Muntber Haddadiu, Ahmad 
Qatanani, Waleed Khali di. Tala! 
A1 H assan, Marwan Muasher, 
Musa Breizat, Awn Khasawueh, 
Anwar Khatib, Mohammad Bani 
Hani and Nayef A1 Qadi. 

The Palestinian team is led by 
Dr. Haidar Abdul Shaft and in- 
cludes Zakharia A1 Agha, Elias 


Freij, Samib Kanan, Saeb Ere- 
kat, Mamdouh Aker, Sami Kila- 
ni, Samir Abdullah, Freij Abu 
Medyan, Nabil Jaabari, Abdul 
Rahman Hamad, Mustafa Natche 
and Ghassan A1 Khatib. The 
“guidance committee” of the 
Palestinians comprises Sari Nus- 
seibeh and Zuhaira Kama! from 
the occupied territories in addi- 
tion to Dr. Ashrawi, and Rashid 
A1 Khalidi, Anis Qasem and 
Kamil Mansour, from the di- 
aspora. 

In a departure statement to 
Jordan Television, Dr. Majali 
said: “We are going to Washing- 
ton in response to the U.S. invita- 
tion extended to us to attend the 
second round of bilateral talks.” 

The first round of bDaterals 
were held in Madrid after the 
conference was adjourned. 

Dr. Majali expressed hope that 
Israel would accept to attend the 
Washington talks and pointed out 
that if the Israelis did not turn up 
then the peace process would 
come to a halt. “In such a case,” 
he added, “the world will know 
who caused the disruption in the 
peace process and who is placing 
obstacles in its way." 

Dr. Abdul Shaft told Jordan 
Television: “We are going to 
Washington with seriousness. 
The absence of the Israeli delega- 
tion at the talks will not prevent 
us from demanding our natural 
right to self-determination and 
the right to establish our Palesti- 
nian state.” 


Democratic presidential candidates 
slowed by shoestring budget 


By Irwin Arieff 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — U.S. Demo- 
cratic presidential candidates, 
aching to battle President George 
Bush in 1992, are finding them- 
selves hampered by shoestring 
budgets and scant media atten- 
tion. 

With the first primary election 
just 10 weeks away, economic 
hard times and uncertainty over a 
possible chaQenge by New York 
Governor Mario Cuomo arc 
making it tough for the candi- 
dates to coax contributions out of 
potential donors. 

Political activists already pin- 
ched by the recession are waiting 
to see whether Mr. Cuomo, seen 
by many as the Democrat best 
placed to beat Republican Bush, 
will enter the race before decid- 
ing where to put their money and 
support. 

And while Mr. Bush is given 
extensive daily media coverage, 
the Democrats get only the occa- 
sional feature or tele vised debate . 
that focuses on them as a group 
rather than as individuals. 

“None of os are going to be 
blessed with a great deal of re- 
sources and, not surprisingly, the 
news media itself is a little short 
of cash. So it’s a problem,” candi- 
date Bob Kerrey, a Nebraska 


senator, told Reuters. 

To date, only one Democrat — 
former Massachusetts Senator 
Paul Tsongas — has used televi- 
sion ads in the campaign. 

The field of Democrats seeking 
to challenge Mr. Bush next year 
includes Senator Tran Harkin of 
Iowa, governors Bill Qmxon of 
Arkansas and Douglas Wilder of 
Virginia, and former California 
Governor Jerry Brown as well as 
Mr. Kerrey ami Mr. Tsongas. 

All the major Democratic 
candkfafcs report campaign con- 
tributions at levels well below 
their goals though all but Mr. 
Brown have been declared eligi- 
ble by the government for federal 
subsidies for their primary elec- 


tion campaign. 

In file primaries, voters in indi- 
vidual states say who they would 
like to see as candidates for their 
parties. 

The federal matching subsidies 
are given out only as similar 
amounts are raised by each cam- 
paign, so individual candidates 
must s t»n raise many mil lio ns of 
dollars in the next few months to 
make a credible showing in the 
primaries. 

The candidates' situation 
appears even more dire when 
compared to the last presidential 
election, when a larger field of 
Democrats was fighting for the 
nomination. 

In the run-up to the 1988 elec- 
tion, most candidates had raised 
Car larger ^wms by this point in the 

campaign. 


But 1992 differs from 1988 in 
several key Tespects. 

Then, Ronald Reagan was 
leaving office, creating a vacancy 
in the White House that attrac te d ■ 
a large field of Republic ans and 
Democrats. 

This election, Mr. Bush’s in- 
cumbency and record-high popu- 
larity following the U.S.-led vic- 
tory in the Gulf war initially 
discouraged many Democrats as 
well as Republicans from enter- 
ing the race for the presidency. 

On the Democratic side, only 
one candidate — Mr. Tsongas — 
had entered the race by last 
spring. Most of the others now 
nuimng did not make up their 
minds until the autumn, and Mr. 
Cuomo says he remains unde- 
cided. 

On the Republican side, before 


mid-November no prominent Re- 
publican had expressed interest in 
challenging Mr. Bush for his par-' 
ty’s nomination though in recent 
weeks there have been two. 

Another difference this year is 
that the Democratic candidates 
are, as a group* less well known 
than some of the 1988 conten- 
ders, who included civil rights 
activist Jesse Jackson and House 
of Representatives Democratic 
leader Dick Gephardt of Mis- 
souri. 

But the pace is likely to pick up 
next month, with the first tele- 
vised debate among the Demo- 
cratic presidential contendere set 
for Dec. IS, and a gain in January 
when the media begin to focus on 
the first 1992 presidential prefer- 
ence votes in Iowa on Feb. 10 and 
New Hampshire on Feb. 18. 
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APL now links Aqaba to its network 

American President Lines has a long history as a transportation 
leader in the world. Two decades ago we pioneered container- 
isation to the Middle East, and in> the mid-1980's launched a 
regular weekly service to the Gulf. We are furthering our 
commitment to the region by offering services to Aqaba, linking 
Aqaba to the rest of the Middle East, India, the Far East and ail 
USA ports: Let the recognised leader in containerised trans- 
portation meet your shipping needs — call APL 

REGULAR SAILINGS FROM / TO 

— All Far Eastern ports 
— All South East Asian ports 
— All Indian Sub Continental ports 
— All USA East & West coast ports 
— All Arabian Gulf ports 
— Alt FtedSea ports 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are' available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-f 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

iFor further details, pleasel 
call 1 

lAbdoun Real 


frlL 818605, 810609, ' 

Fax: 810520 I 
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Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


tir 


real estate 

**R” 

us 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 


EH 

REALTOR 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pkoto 

Stem 30% 


13 x V8i 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


OQflQQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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g CROWN g 

m uyr’L EST. i 
a Packing, shipping, b 
■ forwarding, storage, ■ 
“ clearing, door-to-door 
^ sen/ice 





TheReamcyMaat Hotel 


LOPBY LOUNGE 
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The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle , Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

T*L 838968 


J-3 £Kl I NC: f?£ST/1UR»ANT 



' CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Varmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. . 

^ 6:30 -Midnight / 


a? 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


SUM CMnese Chefs 

| Open 1UPJ3P * 6M-1J&) abJy| 

1 Ua my fa amBilh 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

[T>L >81 M2 , AbmwpI 

Smc Tested 

g L, Ahwjisuud 




AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daBy 
12M-15M & 1&3B-2330 

Tek 93-314415 


The First Class Hotel in ; 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room m ! 


IIAirOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 6681 93 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO ‘ 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 






International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities ' 

Open Lunch & Dinner ' 

For ftesenvuion: Jetvf Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 615060 - 61 506 J 
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JORDAN BASKETBALL ROUNDUP 


By Aieen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Jain and Ai Jazireh secured their places among the 
top four teams next to Ai Ahli and AI Orthodoxi, leaving AI Hussein 
and AI Watairi struggling to secure their fifth and sixth rankings in 
the midst of a remarkable improvement in AI Ashrafieh's results, as 
eight matches were played in the third week of the first division 
basketball championship. 

In the first of four matches played Sunday, newcomers to die 
division AI Ashrafieh surprised AI Waiani and led 24-10 at the 
beginning of tbe first half bat AI Watani ended the first half to their 
advantage 44-38 an d won the match 106-94 to the disappointment of 
AI Ashrafieh who lost a chance of scoring an unexpected win. 

. In the other match played at AI Hassan Sports City in Irbid Ai Ahli 
managed to score a 79-66 victory over AI Jalil thus giving AI Jalil a 
dear and early signal not to be over ambitious. 

AI Jalil apparently having other plans led at the beginning of the 
first half bat AI Ahli’s superior teamwork and agility enabled them to 
take the lead and win the first half. 

AI Jalil tried to minimise AI Ahli’s scoring by a tight defence but 
AI Ahli overcame this to win the match 79-66, patiently awaiting 


AI Ahli won the first half 47-32 and led 82-45 in the second half 
keeping their lead to nun the march 95-70. 

AI Ashrafieh and AI Karak fought it out in a match that AI 
Ashrafieh managed to win 55-52. 

In Thursdays fourth match AI Orthodoxi beat Ai Hussein is a 
match that witnessed the first suspension of the season as AI 
Orthodoxi’s Hflal Barakat was suspended for two matches. 

AI Orthodoxi won the first half 52-25. However AI Hussein played 
with greater confidence as both teams alternately scored in an 
interesting second half which Ai Orthodoxi won with only one point 
(41-40) to win die match 93-65. 

On Thesday, AI Jalil will play AI Ashrafieh; AI Jazireh will meet 
AI Karak and AI Watani will dash with AI Hussein. 

On Wednesday, basketball fans will witness the dash of the top 
two teams when AI Ahti meets AI Orthodoxi in (he final match of tbe 
preliminary round due to be played at die Sports Palace court at AI 
Hussein Youth City in Amman. 


their upcoming match against AI Orthodoxi. 

Meanwhile in Amman, bottom of the division AI Karak put up a 


JORDAN BASKETBALL 
STANDINGS 


good fight in their match against Ai Hussein and scoring was quite 
dose at the beginning. But AI Hussein expanded the difference to 
win the first half 40-33. Only AI Hussein’s experience enabled them 
to keep their lead and win tbe match 86-66. 

AI Orthodoxi scored an expected win of 92-58 over AI Jazireh, the 
first half ending 43-2 3. 

In one of four matches played last Thursday, AJ Jalil put an end to 
AI Watani's ambitions of playing in the top four as they beat Ai 
Watani 93-82. 

Trtleholders AI Ahli continued their winning streak and scored a 
convincing win over Ai Jazireh. 



W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

AI Ahli 

6 

— 

672 

306 

12 

AI Orthodoxi 

6 

— 

643 

324 

- 12 

AI Jalil 

4 

2 

487 

441 

10 

AI Jazireh 

3 

3 

489 

496 

9 

Ai Hussein 

2 

4 

516 

. 474 

8 

AI Watani 

2 

4 

478 

528 

8 

AI Ashrafieh 

1 

5 

335 

675 

7 

AI Karak 

— 

6 

252 

580 

6 


Crisis deepens at Bayern Munich 


LONDON (R) — Bayern 
Munich, Germany’s richest and 
most prestigious dub, have slip-' 
ped deeper into crisis after a 4-3 
borne defeat by Werder Bremen 
their fifth loss at borne this 
season. 

Bayern, who have won tbe title 
a record 12 times, slipped to 12tb 
place and look like being reduced 
to onlookers in die title race. 
Werder were surprised by die 
ease with which they secured 
their first win in Bavaria for 23 
years. 

Werder had opened a 3-0 lead 
by the 52nd minute and Uli 
Borowka, who hit the fourth, 
said: “I’ve never had it so easy 
scoring a goal.” 

Bayern’s poor form also came 
as a shock to new Dutch signing 
Jan Wonteis. “1 didn’t imagine it 
to be like this at Bayern,” he 
said. 

Last week the four times Euro- 
pean champions, trying to revive 
their crumbling season, bro ugh t 
back former players FranzTJeck- 
enbauer and Kari-Heinz Rumme- 
nigge as vice-presidents with re- 
sponsibility for improving - the 
playing staff. 

Eintracbt Frankfurt remained 
top of tbe league despite a sur- 
prise 1-1 draw at tome with 
Fortuna Duesseldorf. 

They lead on goal difference 
from second-placed VFB Stutt- 
gart and Borussia Dortmund. 

In Spain, Real Madrid, 
euphoric after slamming Espanoi 
5-1 Sunday, are already talking of 
winning the title and setting more 
records in the process. 

Trainer Radomir Antic is con- 
fident Real can daim back the 
league title lost to Barcelona last 
season and smash their 1989-90 
record of 107 goals. They have 31 
from 12 matches so far. 

Real, still unbeaten, have 
notched up 23 points in the best 
start to a'season by a Spanish side 
and Antic believes they are un- 
stoppable. 

“Real Madrid showed their 
champion qualities,” he said. 


“We would have an ashed any 
team. We were totally superior.” 

Atletico Madrid also won 5-1, 
against Real Valladolid, to re- 
main in second place four points 
behind Real. 

AC Milan coach Fabio Capello 
was left raeing his side’s failure to 
tarn their initial superiority 
against Interoazionale into goals 
in the Italian League's top match. 

The league leaders, who had 
eaptaiw Franco Bares sent off, 
went ahead with a goal from 
Dutchman Marco van Basten in the 
19th minute but missed several 
more goalscoring chances before 
Inter equalised to snatch a 1-1 
draw. 


German international Juergen 
Klinsmann scored the equaliser 
to end finally his goal drought 
and keep Inter equal fourth, five 
points behind Milan. 

’ But Inter coach Corrado Orri- 
cd was in no mood to speculate 
ob his 'Side’s chances of overhaul- 
ing their neigh boms. 

“I was boro in Massa. not 
Nazareth. If we keep on impro- 
ving, there is still time to catch 
up. However, we need to im- 
prove,” he said. 

Salvatore SdriJlad, 27 Sunday , 
also ended a lengthy goalless spell 
with only his second of the season 
in Juventns's 2-1 win over Roma 
which moved them to wi thin a 
point of Milan. 

Bari’s Polish coach, Zibi 
Boniek, who replaced Gaetano 
Salvemini after five days of the 
season, reacted angrily to sugges- 
tions that he should resign after 
his side's sixth consecutive de- 
feat. 

*Tm not resigning, Ftn not 
thinking of it for a second,” he 
said after their 2-1 home loss to 
Genoa which left them bottom 
with three points. 

“My conscience is dear. I'm 
working very hard and I'm send- 
ing a well prepared side on to the 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
film Train m«m Sanaa, la 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AKJ103 ?QS 'KQ63 *72 
-Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 2 7 s Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your queen in partner’s suit 
has assumed additional value, and 
your fine spade suit ifi a source of 
tricks. A high reverse of three dia- 
monds is merited, but only just. 


The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 

4 4 Pass Pass ? 


What action do you take? 

A. — The preempt has you out on a 
limb. Although any action by you 
could lead to a bloodbath, if you are 
going to pass this type of hand you 
will let the opponents steal you 
blind more often than not. Bid five 
hearts. 


Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4Q VQ4 : A98 4KQJ10763 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 * Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 * Pass 3 Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have one story to tell and 
only one — bid four clubs. It is too 
risky to bid three no trump witE 
only a single diamond stopper 

which might be forced out before 
your dubs are established. 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4102 ?A87 0K93 487632 

"The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 4 Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 j Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Whether to pass or “correct” 
to two spades is a close decision. 
There is always the chance that 
partner has six spades and only four 
diamonds, so our vote will go to two 
spades. 


Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4943 7KQ95 'K94 4Q76 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart and the next hand passes. 
What do you respond? 

A. — You have excellent support 
for* partner and a fair hand, but the 
only sensible bid available is a raise 
to two hearts. This is a m axi m u m 
for a single raise. Bear in mind that 
your lack of a ruffing vahie ia a flaw. 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

46 9AKQJ70 C>73 4A702 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4763 7AKQ96 0A76 4J10 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 4 Pass I <? Pass 

1 4 Pass T 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have a very good hand 
with no good bid— you really don't 
want to bid no trump with only one 
diamond stopper and no tenaces. 
The solution is to make a waiting 
bid of two diamonds. A bid of the 
fourth suit is forcing and does not 
necessarily promise anything in the 
suit bid. Partner’s next bid should 
clarify where tbe hand » headed. 


field, a team with a gameplan that 
lets them create at least five or six 
chances per match. 

“If after that (Federico) Giam- 
paolo or (David) Platt miss the 
chances, there’s nothing I can 
do.” 

French champions Marseille 
on expectedly surrendered a point 
on home ground in a goalless 
draw against lowly Lyon. 

“I think we did not take this 
match seriously enough. We 
should not indulge in thinking 
that the league is over already,” 
Marseille’s Manuel Amoros said. 

Manaco moved back within 
three points of tbe leaders with a 
4-1 away win at Nancy. New 
Liberian discovery James Debah, 
replacing injured compatriot and 
France's leading goal scorer 
George Weah, scored twice in 
only his second league match. 


Arsenal beats T ottenham 


Ian Wright shrugged off the 
burden of a Football Assoda^pn 
(F. A.) misconduct charge* ■ to 
score the opening goal in Arsen- 
al’s 24) home win over city rivals 
Tottenham in the English first 
division Sunday. 

The England international ran 
onto a pass from David HiQier to 
slot the ball through the legs of 
Tottenham keeper Erik TJior- 
stvedt in the 68th minute for his 
minth goal for Arsenal and 14th 
of tiie season. 


Kevin Campbell made sure of 
the points when he rammed home 
tile second goal nine minutes 
later after a pass from substitute 
Anders Limpar, Arsenals's Swed- 
ish international who had come 
on for Wright three minutes ear- 
lier. 


Australian 

swimmer 

wins 

1 ,500-metre 
freestyle 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota (R) 
— Australian Glen Housman 
drew tremendous cheers on the 
final day of tiie U.S. Open Swim- 
ming Championships with the 
ninth-best time ever in the 1,500 
metre freestyle event. 

Housman won the event in 14 
minutes, 58.55 seconds, the first 
time anyone in the United States 
had broken 15 minutes in tbe 
event. 

Housman defeated compatriot 
and favourite Kieren Perkins, 
who was second at 15:12.98. Lars 
Jorgensen of the United States 
was third. in 15:35.84. 

“I could hear them,” Housman 
said ; of tiie t crowd’s cheeks i for. 
him: “W was great tor iriy confr' 
deuce... I haven't swam well for 
two years.” 

American swimmers Melvin 
Stewart, Mike Barrowman and 
Matt Biondi were all pleased with 
their efforts. 

Barrowman won the 200-metre 
breaststroke in 2:12.87, estab- 
lishing a new meet record. Ste- 
wart won the 200-metre butterfly 
in 2:00.23. 

Biondi was third with a time of 
51.04 in the 100-metre freestyle, 
behind Australians Chris Fydler 
(50.02) and Darren Lange 
(50.61). 

Many observers said that Bar- 
rowman's effort was once-in-a- 
lifetime. 


New French tennis trio revive memories of old 


LYON, France (R) — A new trio 
of Teams musketeers jointed the 
swashbuckling heroes of another 
age at tbe weekend when France 
at last recaptured the Davis Cup. 

Tbe exploits of Guy Forget, 
Henri Leconte and Yannick 
Noah were little short of miracu- 
lous as they upset tiie odds to 
wrest the cup from the dutches of 
holders the United States. 


To add to the emotion of the 
occasion, tbe sprightly 93-year- 
old Jean Borotra, one of the 
legendary four musketeers who 
won tbe cup for France six tiroes 
in a row between 1927 and 1932, 
was present to witness the historic 
handover. 

If the two valiant left-handers 
Forget and Leconte performed 
tbe heroics on-court, the role of 
.Noah in his first year as non- 
playing ca ptain was at least as 
crucial. 

Constantly cheering, cajoling 


and encouraging bis players. 
Noah emerged as tbe motivator 
extraordinaire without whom 
France could certainly not have 
claimed their first Davis Cup title 
since Borotra last clinched victory 
59 years ago. 

The players happily acknow- 
ledged Noah’s leading role. 
“Yannick helped me to believe in 
myself and take the risks you 
need to win these sort of match- 
es,” Forget said affter clinching 
victory over Pete Sampras to seal 
the tie at 3-1. 

Leconte, who put France back 
in the match by surprisingly beat- 
ing Sampras after Forget had lost 
the opening singles to Andre 
Agassi, said Noah's methods of 
preparation and his moulding of a 
tight-knit group had paid di- 
vidends. 

Ever true to the original three 
musketeers of fiction, it was all 
for one and one for all, Leconte 
said. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Boxer dies of brain damage 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese junior featherweight boxer Minoru 
Katsumata died of brain damage Monday after falling in to a 
coma following a 10-round bout Sunday. A spokesman for the 
Japan Boxing Commission (JBC) said Katsumata, 20, die d early 
Monday after his defeat in a non-title bout against compatriot 
Takashi Murata in Nagoya. Tbe fight was stopped shortly after 
the start of the 10th round. The spokesman said Katsumata was 
the 19th boxer to die of boxing-related injuries since the JBC was 
set up in 1952. Last year Jun Yonesaka, a 23-year-old bantam- 
weight, died four days after a fight in Hokkaido in northern 
Japan. “It is very regrettable because we have been continuously 
malting efforts with boxers, trainers and doctors to prevent such 
accidents,” tbe spokesman said. 


Swede wins table tennis title 


SUNDSVALL, Sweden (R) — Sweden’s Mikael Appelgren 
fought back from two games down to beat Belgium's Jean-Micbel 
Saive for tbe Scandinavian Open table tennis title. Saive, the only 
non-Swede in the last four, led tbe third game bat Appelgren 
battled hard and eventually won 11-21 15-21 21-19 21-18 21-18. 
Appelgren had also overturned a two-game deficit in the 
semifinals when he beat compatriot Jan-Ove Waldner 9-21 23-25 
21-12 21-16 21-19. “I guess being over 30 I am a bit of a slow 
starter,” Appelgren said. Saive, who scored an impressive 
straight-games win over world champion Jorgen Persson in the 
quarterfinals, removed another Swede, Erik Lindh, in tiie 
semifinals. “I had pains in my right shoulder so I had to try and 
win quickly,” he said. Saive also had problems with the robber on 
his racket in tbe fourth game and changed it before the deciding 
game in which he fought back from 9-16 to 16-17 before 
Appelgren clinched it. World champion Deng Yaping won an 
all-Chinese women's final, beating Gao Jun 21-13 13-21 21-1-7 
21-15. 


Peking bids for 2QOOi Olympic Games 


PEKING (R) — Peking has formally submitted its application to 
tost tbe 2000 Olympics, the New China News Agency (NCNA) 
reported. The city plans to build a 100,000-seat stadium, 
gymnasium, swimming pool, tennis centre, indoor cycling track, 
equestrian course and Olympic village, the NCNA said. Pelting 
announced it intended bidding for the Olympics immediately after 
hosting the 11th Asian Games last year. 


Soviets take 4th volleyball title 


TOKYO (R) — The Soviet Union took their fourth Men's 
Volleyball World Cup title after collecting a 15-7 16-14 15-8 
victory over South Korea in the final round. It was tbe Soviet 
Union’s first major title since w inning the 1982 Work) Cham- 
pionship. Cuba, the defending World Cup champions, finished 
second after beating the United States 15-9 15-12 15-8 in then- 
final round-robin match. Hie United States, gold medallists at tiie 
1988 Seoul Olympics, placed third. 



THE TEACHER IS HANDING 
BACK OUR TEST PAPERS 
TODAY... 



I CAN HARDLY UAIT 
TO SEE U1HAT SHE 
THOUGHT OF MINE.. 





Andy Capp 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


DID YOU SEEj 
THE DOLL 
I HAD 



Noah took his job seriously, 
working with his players for two 
months before the final and iso- 
lating them from press and public 
two weeks before tbe match at a 
special training camp in Switzer- 
land. 

“I was happy to see the Amer- 
icans were so confident and 
pleased with themselves,” be 
said. “I was happy that they went 
back to the States after tbe Mas- 
ters instead of preparing in 
Europe. 

“They were more or less teas- 
ing us. 1 loved that and tbe fart 
that they didn’t seem to take us 
very seriously. 

“They were probably i thinking, 
about rankings and . statistics 
which showed that France never 
win the Davis Cup. 

“They thought Leconte could 
only play for one set and that the 
French would always crack under 
pressure. 

“We didn’t think about any of 
that. This was tbe story of our 
lives and we were determined not 
to waste our chance.” 

Noah said be deliberately tried 
to shake off the image of French 
sportsmen as eternal second bests 
and convince the players every 
match could be won. 

Leconte said the Americans 
had also underestimated the 
fmantical public at Lyon which 


vociferously willed France to vic- 
tory, plainly disturbing Davis 
Cup debutant Sampras and dou- 
bles pair Ken FI aril and Robert 
Seguso, who lost to Leconte and 
Forget. 

“I don’t think tiie Americans 
realised how much the Davis Cup 
meant to tbe French players and 
the French public,” he said. 

“We have only the soccer 
World Cup, the Tour de France 
and the Davis Cup which realty)' 
count. In America, there are 
probably 10 events which come 
before the Davis Cap ” * 

Forget was happy to be com- 
pared with the four musketeers 
— Borotra. Rene Lacoste, Henri 
Cochet and Jacques Brognon — 
even though he said the modem 
French team were still a long way 
from equalling their successes. 

“We've probably done only 
one-hundredth of what they 
achieved,” he said. “Even if 
these days may be a little 
harder. 

“Jean Borotra was here and we 
were able to talk to him and see 
how excited he was to be part of/; 
it. 

“Rene Lacoste calls me several 
times a week to tell me how to 
play and he even designed my 
racket. 

Tm happy they’re alive and 
care as much about it as they do.” 


& 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRiS 



“I’m not obsessed with my 
weight...but my mirror is!" 
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■ SCRAMBLEDWGRDGAME - 
by Henri AmaktWKl-fiotiJ^e-. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


Wiy doesn't he grow hj? 


UGIED 



mmm 

mm 

cT-ZZZZ*"”" 

. j 

HIFAT 

i * 





A 

UBBED 



JJL 




CORNBO 



□ 

□ 


SOME "THOUGHT THE 
BASKETBALL PLAYER 
WAS ACTIN6 LIKE A ' 
BABY WHEN HE 
WA-S POlNS THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hero: 


HV 


' y y y yT Y 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: UNIFY 
Answer 


GOOSE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CANINE SPLICE 


A thing to which a person might jump — 
A CONCLUSION 


THE Daily Crossword by Bony Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Gordonof the 
comics 

6 Ancient chariot 
11 Humor 

14 "Divine 
Comedy" 
author 

15 Military vacation 

16 Mineral 

17 Composer 
Bruckner 

IB Prank 

19 Managed 

20 Stan of quip 

23 Mai de — 

24 Woodworker's 
tool 

25 — Crockett 
28 — Boleyn 

31 Muslim decree 

35 Previous to 

36 Company VIP 

37 In the 
GtoafiMn"' 

38 More of quip 

42 Planet 

43 Hebrew Judge 

44 Bom 

45 Cards left in 
pinochle 

48 Jar. airline 

47 M innesinger Idn 

48 SmaR songbird 
SO Musical talent 
52 End Ol quip 

59 How — you? 

60 Martini item 

61 Liturgies 

63 Mover's truck 

64 Leonine 
features 

65 Motionless 

66 Formicary 
dweller 

67 Commence 

68 Unha of force 



BWIWte MMH Inc. 


DOWN 

1 Watchdog agey. 

2 A Turner 

3 Against 

4 Tempestuous 

5 Therefore 
8 Ardor. 

7 Dispatch' 

6 Swift's forte 


9 APeron 

10 Judgment 

11 Eroded 

12 Dies — 

13 See to 

21 Spinach- fare 
plants 

22 Talk show 
hostess 

25 First 

appearance 
25 Macaw 
27 Open to bribery 

29 Tehrs.' gp. 

30 Unusual 

32 Iowa society 

33 Beanery 

34 Over 

37 Stirred up 

39 Is aware of 

40 Solaria 

41 Guido's high 
note 

48 Evergreen oak 


Yesterday*! Paata Solved: 


nnnm raanra nrarann 
nnnm nnnn nonnn 
nnran nnann 

nn^nnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnn nnn 
nnn nrannnon 
nnnrco HnonsriRnR 
nnnn nnnnra nnnn 
nnnnnnnnn norenn 
nnnnnnn nran 
nnn nen nnn 
nnram nnnr«ninnn; ;n 
nnnnn nnnn nnmp 
Rnnnm nnnn nnnr 
mnnnn norm nnn 


i. 


u 


52 Molten rock 

53 Air. part 
47 Like an egghead 54 Camp sight 
49 Musical key 55 Upon the 

51 Bitterly pungent . surface of . , 
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Financial 


Jordan Times 


Markets in cooperation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U-S. Mlw in International HUrkta 


UaoYtnb 

Ctov 


*** 49 / 11/1991 2 / 17/1991 



French Franc 


Japaimc Yen 


Kura peon ('urrcn> l nil 


i sn Per .in; 

t-wopcm Opnlna ■■ M-M *.««. (.Ml 

ExnruoiiTHMy Intmt Kate 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


2 / 12/1991 


1 MTH | 

3 MTHS. 

6 MTHS 

4.$/ j 

4.44 

4.47 


15.45 




European Currency twit | ft?. 3? [ If?. r$ IJ.IS 


later bank bid rum for unueN* rundmt I A Ikilbm l.nm.oda or equivalent 



JD/Cra 

Metal 

6.90 

Silver 


Dun: 2/12/1991 


CSDOz JDiGm 


21 karat ■ 

Central Bank of Jordan Exdunga Rato BnDotin 

Date: 


U.S. DoUar 


2 / 12/1991 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 




Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira^ 


Belgian Franc 


Othnr Currencies 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira' 


Saudi Rival 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


.Qatari Rival 


Egyptian Pound 


Oman Riyal 


DAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma'' 


Cypriot Pound 


CAB Indices for Ami 


2/12/1991 



Financial Market 


30/11/1991 Ckwe 



EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


Cinema 


1.7780/90 

1.1325/30 

1.6068/78 

1.8180/90 

1.4223/30 

33.12/16 

5.4900/50 

1213/1214 

129.8090 

5.8860/8910 

6.3300/50 

6.2520/70 

36°.00/368.40 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French' francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Tel: 677420 


Samir Ghanem - Dancer: Dina 

The Dumb 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3-J0, 6:75, 8J0. 10:30 p.m. 


' Tel: 67557 r 

A1 Mashini Theatre 


^SOMERSAULT TIME’ PLAY 

Starring ‘Abu Awwad Family' 

After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Please buy your tickets In advance 


Egypt 

fights 
to keep 
oil firms 
interested 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt is fighting 
to keep foreign oil companies in 
the country in the face of more 
tempting prospects elsewhere. 

Industry sources said thar 
Royal Dutch/Sheli Group was 
planning to sell its stake in one of 
Egypt's major oil-producing 
groupings. 

Last month, British Petroleum 
(B.P.) confirmed it was quirting 
the same consortium and Egypt. 

“It's going to be much more 
difficult to attract foreign invest- 
ment to Egypt.’’ said one oil 
executive. “It's a growing trend 
that should be taken seriously.” 

Oil production is Egypt's 
largest source of foreign revenue. 
Earnings of more than $2.5 bil- 
lion in the year to June were a 
vital boost to the country’s fragile 
economy. 

Shell and B.P., both rumoured 
to be frontrunners for a lucrative 
contract to help set Kuwait's shat- 
tered oil industry on its feet 
again, were each planning to sell 
16.6 per cent shares in Suez Pet- 
roleum Company (SUCO), the 
industiy sources said. 

SUCO. which is 50 per cent 
owned by state firm Egyptian 
General Petroleum Company 
(EGPC) with the remaining sixth 
held by the German firm De- 
mi nex, produces about 100,000 
barrels per day (b/d). Egypt’s 
total output is 870,000 b/d. 

In six months, new Oil Minister 
Hamdi At Banbi has brought in 
new staff to fill senior positions 
and companies privately say they 
find the authorities easier to deal 
with than under his predoc&ssoi 
Abdul Hadi Kandeel. 

But as personality clashes have 
faded, the root problems of oper- 
ating in Egypt have emerged all 
the more dearly. 

Although Egypt recently 
announced it had boosted re- 
serves by nearly 50 per cent ot six 
billion barrels — about 18 years 
worth of current production — 
fields are still small compared to 
many other oil-producing areas 
and economically marginal. 

“I think they just covered their 
costs in Egypt and then thought 
there were better chances else- 
where,” one Western economist 
based in Cairo said of B.P.'s 
decision to poll out. 

The prospect of lower oil prices 
does not help. 

Hopeful oil officials have biljed 
the Western Desert as Egypt’s 
great new prospect. But so far, a 
big find — in industry terms a 
field that would yield more than 
50,000 b/d — has eluded com- 
panies lured to the area. 

Domestic politics are another 
irritant to hard-boiled oil firms 
wanting to make money. 


U.N. economists predict social unrest, 
anti- reform surge in former East Bloc 


GENEVA (R) ■ — United Nations 
economists Sunday forecast 
growing social unrest in 1992 in 
the Soviet Union and the former 
East Bloc with depression and 
unemployment fuelling pressure 
on governments to abandon eco- 
nomic reform. 

But in its latest bi-annual re- 
port, the world body's Economic 
Commission for Europe (ECE) 
argues a new “Marshall plan” of 
coordinated Western assistance 
could put the region firmly on the 
road to recovery and political 
stability. 

“The declines in output in east- 
ern Europe and the Soviet Union 
are now so large that it would be 
appropriate to speak of a depress- 
ion.” said the report, compiled by 
a team of European economists 
at ECE’s Geneva headquarters. 

The economists estimated the 
overall drop in industrial produc- 
tion for Albania, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Po- 
land, Romania and Yugoslavia at 
19.5 per cent for 1991, and nine 
per cent and accelerating for the 
Soviet Union. 

In the former East Germany, 
now part of a united German 
state, the fall this year was likely 
to be around 50 per cent but there 


Russian 
central 
bank moves 
to control 
money supply 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia's cen- 
tral bank Monday took steps to 
rein in the republic's rapidly ex- 
panding money supply by refus- 
ing to provide enterprises with 
cash for traditional end-of-year 
bonuses, the Russian Information 
Agency (RIA) said. 

“This concerns, in particular, 
the so-called 13th month salaries, 
and also lump-sum merit bonuses 
for long service and some other 
payments,” RIA said. 

Regular monthly salaries, pen- 
sions and allowances would con- 
tinue to be paid. 

The Russian parliament de- 
cided last month to give the Rus- 
sian central bank control of 
money supply on the republic’s 
territory. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin said at the weekend that the 
republic would take on responsi- 
bility for meeting all essential 
Soviet budget obligations. 

Russia has absorbed most of 
the Soviet central administration, 
including the finance ministry and 
the state bank, Gosbank. 

Soviet money supply is ex- 
pected to rise to 236 trillion rou- 
bles (about $400 billion) by the 
end of this year from 136 billion 
($230 trillion) at the end of 1990. 


The University of Jordan 
Invitation 

To International Central Tender 

Construction of the Faculty of Educational Sciences Bunding 
at University of Jordan, Amman- Jordan 

Jordanian contractor* in buflding classified category (1) and foreign contractors who 
wish to p arti cipate in this bid arc invited to contact the central Tendcre Department. 
UnhefBty of Jordan ns of 7.12.91 to receive a copy of the render document No. 85/91 
about the constnictioo of the building of the Faculty of Educational Sciences, with an 
approximate area of 17.000 so. metres on the campus of the University of Jordan, 
Amman, Jordan. The last date to deposit the offer win be 12.1.1992 and in 
accordance with the foflowing conditions: 

1. Any offer having any conditions or reservations contradictory to the tender 
invitation conditions vrifl not be considered. 

2. The project is partially financed by the World Bank, and by the Government of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

3. The price of the bid copy is JD 2S0. 

4. Last date for selling bid copy fa, 8.1.1992. 

5. Financial offers to be deposited at die tender box at the Central Tenders 
Department not brer than 12 o'clock midday of the date (fated above, and will be 
opened the following day at 1 2--00 noon. 

6. The foreign contractor* are requested to submit technical and fkiancial proposal. 
The evaluation of the technical proposal is made on the bask of the criteria and 
pul forth by the Ministry of Pub&c Works A Housing. 


UnlmraKy of Jordan Tender* Committee 
ADDRESS OF UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN, Amman, Jordan 
Telex: 21429, Fax: 852318 



THREE FUGITIVES 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10: 


3 f 
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r Cinema 


Tel: 625155’ 


7ZTT7r 



NEW KIDS 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30 p.m. 


Show: J.30. K:.V| p.m. 




were signs recovery was about to 
begin, they said. 

With all the ex-communist 
states forced to pursue tough 
measures in the switch to market 
economies, they said, it was in- 
creasingly uncertain bow far their 
peoples would continue to accept 
the heavy costs without serious 
protest. 

“It seems likely that social un- 
rest will increase in 1992 and that 
in some countries there wilt be 
increasing pressure to dilute or 
abandon the reform process,” the 
125-page report — or Economic 
Bulletin for Europe — added. 

“There is growing evidence 
that the limits of endurance may 
be dangerously close and that a 
further fall in living standards 
may be strongly resisted,” it said. 

Production and consumption 
levels seemed set to continue to 
fall and unemployment and infla- 
tion to rise and there was a 
mounting danger frustration over 
the continuing hardships would 
increase the attraction of “sim- 
plistic solutions.” 

The report said annual infla- 
tion in September was running at 
20 per cent in Hungary and 60 per 
cent in Poland — both relatively 
advanced in refonn — and at 


around a massive 360 per cent in 
the Soviet Union. 

The ECE warnings came 
against the background of a 
minor resurgence in some east 
European countries of backing 
for former communist parties and 
of a rapid growth in support for 
nationalist groups with strongly 
right-wing programmes. 

In this situation, the report 
said, it was urgent for Western 
governments and international 
organisations to decide how far 
they could support the reform 
process and then organise assist- 
ance on a scale necessary to 
ensure success. 

In 1947, as western Europe was 
struggling to rebuild m the wake 
of World War Q and communism 
appeared on the march, U.S. 
Secretary of State George Mar- 
shall launched a European recov- 
ery programme (ERP) to revive 
the continent’s stricken econo- 
mies. 

Denounced at the time by Mos- 
cow as an instrument of U.S. 
“economic imperialism,” by 1952 
when wound up it had pumped 
some $13 billion into cash- 
strapped receiver countries and 
built the launch-pad for the boom 
of the 1950s and 1960s. 


The ECE raid a second ERP. 
creation of which it first proposed 
in 1990, would provide a 
framework for the West to coor- 
dinate assistance to the whole of 
eastern Europe and states emerg- 
ing from the break-up of the 
Soviet Union. 

Under the “Marshall plan,” 
only the United States provided 
aid but today some 24 countries 
and at least seven world financial 
organisations are involved in 
guiding the former communist 
states out of the ruins of their 
state-run economies. 

This dispersal has brought 
charges that much aid is wasted 
or duplicated and that limited 
financial and technical help is nor 
fairly distributed. Some former 
East Bloc states argue the Soviet 
Union has preferential treat- 
ment. 

The ECE said creation of a 
new ERP could as a vivid display 
of outside backing help preserve 
domestic suppon for reform 
“especially when the going gets 
tough.” 

But ECE economists promot- 
ing the idea say a new recovery 
programme should turn the cash- 
driven “Marshall plan" on its 
head by focussing primarily on 


technical assistance in setting up 
the structures essential for a suc- 
cessful market economy. 

These include an efficient 
banking network, financial and 
taxation systems, contract laws 
and legislation protecting proper- 
ty rights — all destroyed under 
communist rule but which still 
existed in the devastated Europe 
of the mid- 1940s. 

The economists argue that 
financial support on the relative 
scale of the 1948 ERP would lose 
much of its effectiveness unless 
these structures are either in 
place or at least beginning to 
function as they would in full 
market systems. 

The ECE report was critical of 
Western countries which main- 
tain trade barriers against exports 
from eastern Europe, especially 
clothing, food and textile pro- 
ducts. 

“It is clear that the successful 
transformation of the Eastern 
economies is a matter of vital 
importance for the foreign policy 
and security objectives of West- 
ern governments and as such it. 
might be expected that these’ 
should have priority over section- 
al interests,” it said. 


New economic policy prompts Turkish 
banks to cut interest rates on deposits 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish banks 
began cutting deposit interests in 
anticipation of lower yields from 
public borrowing instruments. 

State-run Sumerbank has re- 
duced its rates from Monday by 
one to two percentage points, the 
latest in a series of rate cuts four 
small-scale banks. 

The government programme, 
unveiled last week, promised 
curbs on public borrowing that 
are expected to lower interest 
rates, in a move designed to 
enliven the stagnant economy. 

Current one-year deposit in- 
terest rates range between 70 and 
79 per cent. Annual inflation was 
66.5 per cent in October. 

“The government's economic 
targets show that interest, rates 
will fair next" yea t..wt didri-twant 
to borrow with' high-cost^ time 
deposits" under these circumst- 
ances,” Ersin Tekoz. assistant 
general manager of Denizbank, 
told Reuters. 

Denizbank reduced its one- 
year quotes last week by five 
points to 74 per cent. 

Mr. Tekoz said 1992 would be 
the year of stable economic poli- 
cies aimed at curbing cost-push 
inflation. 

“We expect that the rates will 
foil gradually and slowly,” said an 
Istanbul banker who asked not to 
be named. Her bank is still giving 
one of the highest rates. “We are 
waiting for the large banks to 
make a move.” 

She said rate cuts could gain 
momentum in 1992. 

“Nobody wants to carry the 
burden of high deposit costs. But 
we also don’t want to see our 
deposits diminish just before 


year-end dosing," she said. 

In September, the leading 
banks raised time-deposit rates 
by up to 10 points in tine with 
rises in inflation and yields on 
treasury bills and government 
bonds. 

But the returns on weekly 
treasury auctions and central 
bank's open market sales have 
been falling since Monday of last 
week, when the new government 
programme was presented to par- 
liament. 

“Large private and public 
banks await this week's six- 
monthly T-bill auction. If the 
downward trend continues this 
week, then they will probably 
pull down their rates,” said the 
treasurer of a foreign, bank in 
Istanbul. ’ 

Turirish banjcers support a rate 
cut to lessen the burden of high 
rates on the economy and indus- 
try. 

“The decline in interest rates 
will boost the economy as it will 
lower lending costs,” Nuri Dogu- 
lu, general manager of the state- 
run Turkish Development Bank, 
said. 

Meanwhile, Turkey's economy 
minister is out to “break the 
devil’s legs” in her struggle to 
stop state-run enterprises from 
crippling the country’s finances. 

Tansu Ciller, 44, is preparing 
economic reforms to curb infla- 
tion fuelled by huge losses made 
by state firms accounting for two- 
fifths of the national economy. 

Mr. Ciller, a former economics 
professor, became state minister 
in a coalition government formed 
by Suleyman Demirel last month. 

“Our economic reform prog- 


ramme will be a historic corner- 
stone,” she told weekly Ekono- 
mik Panorama. 

A newcomer to politics, Ms. 
Ciller has worked for two years 
with other academics, bankers 
and industrialists on a package 
she plans to launch on Dec. 10. 
Few details have emerged. 

“We have a unique chance,” 
she said of the alliance formed by 
Mr. Demirel’s centre-right True 
Path Party and Erdal Inonu's 
Social Democrat Populist Party 
after the Oct. 20 election. 

Ms. Oiler inherits a near- 
record foreign exchange balance 
of $12 billion and a foreign debt 
of about $44 billion. 

The expected $35 million. cur-- 
rent account deficit is much lower- 
than the $2.4 billion forecast, aj. 
the start of the year. Exports are' 
expected to total $14.6 billion, up 
10 per cent over last year, accord- 
ing to official figures. 

But inflation and corruption 
have clouded the domestic pic- 
ture. Mr. Demirel named Orhan 
Kilerdoglu as state minister to 
pursue financial irregularities and 
institute reforms. 

A senior treasury official said 
Ms. Oiler would be told drastic 
action was needed to shut down 
unprofitable state companies and 
sell off the rest of get the eco- 
nomy back on its feet. 

Their losses, expected to top 13 
trillion lira ($2.6 billion) in 1991, 
strain fiscal policy, push up in- 
terest rates and contribute to 
inflation running at an annual 67 
per cent. 

Ms. Ciller described the losses 
of the state sector as “the devil’s 


legs which must be broken.” 

She plans to incorporate all 
state companies, give them better 
management and then privatise 
most of them. ~ 

State banks and mining and 
manufacturing companies, some - 
of them created under Turkey's . 
first president Mustafa Kemal' 
Ataturk in the 1930s, are com- 
monly overstaffed and inefficient. 

Wages account for 44 per cent 
of their spending. 

Turkish steel workers produce 
little more than a quarter of the 
output of their counterparts in 
western Europe. 

Any rationalisation is likely to. 
push thousands of people out of 
work^a political risk which the 
government, especially its Social. 
Democrat wing, may be wary of. 
running. 

Mr. Inonu's party has in the-- 
past defended Ataturk’s legacy of 
a major state role in big industries . 
and last year blocked the sale of a 
state airline caterer in the courts. - 

Even Mr. Denurel’s party chal- 
lenged the sell-off of five cement, 
plants in 1990 because they were, 
sold to foreign buyers. 

The Istanbul Stock Exchange 
has boomed in the last two weeks 
on hopes aroused by the new 
government, but brokers say 
there is little underlying appetite 
for flotations of state-owned' 
firms. 

Shares of companies privatised 
under the previous Motherland 
Party government have per- 
formed poorly. Brokers say the 
market was unable to absorb 
shares dumped to boost govern- 
ment revenue. 


Dollar rises nearly 100% at Moscow banks 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
rouble plunged almost 100 per 
cent against the dollar at Moscow 
commercial banks Monday after 
restrictions on the exchange rate 
were lifted. 

The Soviet state bank, Gos- 
bank, Friday lifted the fixed tour- 
ist exchange rate and Soviet 
banks were free from Monday to 
set their own rates for buying 
hard currency from tourists and 
selling it to Soviet citizens travell- 
ing abroad. 

The decision was dictated by 
Gosbank 's inability to maintain 
the rate of 47 to the dollar as the 
rouble steadily lost its value at 
currency auctions and on the 
black market. 

Several commercial banks au- 
thorised to deal in hard currency 
grabbed the opportunity to set 
the rate at about 80 roubles, close 


to the price of a dollar at the 
black market. 

But restrictions remained on 
the purchase of dollars, eliminat- 
ing any opportunities for quick- 
money arbitrage. 

One commercial bank 
announced plans to offer more 
than 100 roubles for a dollar — 
dose to the rates at commercial 
auctions open to organisations 
but not to individuals. 

“The decision of Gosbank to 
lift restrictions was absolutely 
correct. Nobody was selling us 
hard currency recently and the 
demand for it was very high,” 
said an official with Moscow 
Sberbank, offering 80 roubles to 
the dollar. 

The Soviet bank for foreign 
economic relations, Vnesheko- 
nombank, appeared reluctant to 
set any rate and its exchange 


offices remained dosed in Mos- 
cow. 

Vneshekonom bank's indeci- 
sion might be linked to uncertain- 
ty over repayment of the Soviet 
foreign debt, estimated at some 
$70 billion, for which it is re- 
sponsible. 


Leaders of republican govern- 
ments are expected to meet Tues- 
day to discuss division of the 
Soviet foreign debt. 

The Russian parliament recent- 
ly announced plans to take over 
Gosbank and Vneshekonombank 
by the end of the year. 


Furnished House For Rent 

Location: Jabai Al Hussein-behind Ministry of Health. 
Garden, central heating, telephone, garage, quiet loca- 
tion. 

Pis. contact 676686 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. lor two days. 


Welcome To Jordan 
Welcome to The 

^ Bedouin's Bazaar 

^ Don't miss it... don’t miss it 
20% to 30% discount on all items 

^[X'cial offer on handmade Persian Carpels — buv (wo and pel one Rua free. 

V V :i • S C > o- ' C . *' : :• o O '• C 6 ' D ' r . 'iS Z-'' '» ' '2 J £ W 6 : 6 7 \ r'C; ;6 r y ‘ . 

-CCA "ED s.:-!' Sc roc i Roy a Ajtcc'nab'ie 

Goo-Sooe' '"'Vos" Ch r ••••C'jso 

Tel: 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

Morning Meeting, 4/12/91 10 a.m. 
Afternoon Meeting, 11/12/91 4 p.m. 
Marriott Hotel 
All Are Welcome 


JORDAN 
TIMES 
TEL 667171 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT CONSISTING OF 3 BED ROOMS, SALON, 
DINING ROOM, SITTING ROOM, 3 BATHROOMS, FULLY EQUIPPED, 
KITCHEN MAIDROOM, NEW FURNITURE, TV., INTERCOM, CENTRAL 
HEATING, COVERED PARKING AREA AND A WATCHMAN. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT TEL 715815 - 713193 
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World News 


Ukraine votes for Independence, Khmer 
elects Kravchuk president wanfsmore 


KIEV, Soviet Union (R) — The 
Ukraine has voted by a stunning 
margin of almost nine to one to 
leave the Soviet Union and 
elected Leonid Kravchuk as its 
president, preliminary election 
results showed Monday. 

Mr. Kravchuk, a 57-year-old 
former Communist Party ideolog- 
ist, swept to victory in the first 
round against five other candi- 
dates with 60 percent of the vote, 
parliamentary official Nikolai 
Khamenko told a group of fore- 
ign election observers. 

A few minutes earlier Mr. 
Kravchuk himself told the obser- 
vers that 90 per cent of those who 
voted in Sunday's referendum 
gave their support to a declara- 
tion of independence. proclaimed 
by the Ukrainian parliament last 
August. 

Preliminary results read on loc- 
al radio by an electoral commis- 
sion official put the figure at 
around 85 per cent They said all 
districts, even those with big Rus- 
sian majorities, voted “yes”. 

“A new Ukraine* has been 
bom. It is a great historic mo- 
ment,” Kravchuk declared to ap- 
plause from the observers, who 
said Sunday's voting had been 
peaceful and fair. 

“The main thing now is to unite 
around the idea of independ-' 
ence,” Mr. Kravchuk said. He 
promised that the Ukraine would 
give priority to relations with 
Russia, its largest and dominant 
neighbour. 

Ukraine has been effectively 
ruled from Moscow since the two 
countries were linked by treaty in 
1954. Its secession is likely to be 
far more of a psychological shock 
to Russian than tne loss of the 
three tiny Baltic states. 


Russia to 
recognise 
Ukraine’s 
independence 
— Kravchuk 


But the EC foreign ministers, 
meeting in Brussels, stopped well 
short of even mentioning possible 
recognition of the Ukraine as a 
separate state after centuries of 
Kremlin rule. 

Official said the 12 countries 
had agreed beforehand to refrain 
from mentioning recognition un- 
til Ukrainian intentions became 
clearer and a possible solution 
was found to the problem of 
minorities in the Crunea. 

Apart from calling on Ukrai- 
nian authorities to respect then- 
share of the Soviet Union’s com- 
mitments on foreign debt and 
arms control, the EC said they 
must ensure they respect human 
rights and the rights of minorities. 


“Here we are flagging out four 
detailed areas,” a British official 
said. “All that has to happen 
significantly before people start 
talking about recognition.” 

Meanwhile, the U.S. ambassa- 
dor to Moscow said Sunday that 
Washington would not immedite- 
ly recognise the Ukraine as an 
independent country. 

But Ambassador Robert 
Strauss pre di cted that the Soviet 
Union, which he said was econo- 
mically “somewhere between un- 
believably poor and worse,” 
would be an entirely different 
kind of association within a year. 

In a wide-ranging interview 
from Moscow with CBS Televi- 
sion, Mr. Strauss called the 
Soviet Union “a young democra- 
cy that is fighting and frying to 
find itself.” 

He said reports that Washing- 
ton planned immediate recogniti- 
son of tile Ukraine within a few 
da ys of Sunday’s independence 
referendum “in my judgment, 
just won’t happen.” 


It also raises fresh concerns 
over posable confrontation be- 
tween the two biggest Soviet re- 
publics over their far-from-stable 
borders. Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin has already warned a 
Ukrainian break with die union 
could prompt a “review” of pre- 
sent boundaries. 

Turnout in the voting was 83.7 
per cent, indicating a substantial 
overall majority of the 37-5 mil- 
lion electorate in favour of seces- 
sion, even including those who 
stayed at home. 

The result was a big setback for 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, who tried unsuccessfully 
to persuade the Ukraine to take 
part in a new union of sovereign 
states. 

Mr. Kravchuk told the obser- 
vers that Western countries who 
had conditionally promised foil 
diplomatic recognition if the re- 
ferendum supported independ- 
ence should now take concrete 
steps. 

Ivan Dracfa, chairman of the 
opposition Rukh Movement, told 
a reporter. “The main thing is we 
won the referendum.” Mr. 
Orach’s Movement supported the 
main opposition presidential 
candidate Vyacheslav Chornovil. 

The majority in favour of inde- 
pendence was well over 90 per 
cent in the strongly nationalist 
west Ukraine, falling to around 
70 per cent in the highly indus- 
trialised Donetsk region and 54 
per cent in the Crimea, where 
many Russian -speakers favour a 
reunion of their peninsula with 


of tiie territory. 

The lowest-pro-independence 
vote was hi the Crimean naval 
port of Sevastopol, where only 36 
per cent supported independ- 
ence. 

Several leading politicians said 
it was likely Mr. Kravchuk would 
now form a new goaverment in- 
cluding figures from the democra- 
tic opposition to replace the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Vitold 
Fokin. 

Mr. Fokin, appointed just over 
a year ago, has been modi criti- 
cised by parliament for being too 
keen to sign agreement with Mos- 
cow and too cautious over econo- 
mic reform. 

Mr. Kravchuk, in his meeting 
with the observers, appeared to 
rule out fresh elections to parlia- 
ment, saying agreement on a new 
constitution and electoral law, 
and the implementation of econo- 
mic reforms, should take priority. 


Nazarbayev wins 
in Kazakhstan 


Kravchuk said the Crimean 
majority for independence, 
though narrow, was enough to 
end arguments about the future 


Meanwhile in Alma-Ata, Nur- 
sultan Nazarbayev emerged 
triumphant from Kazkbstan’s 
first presidential poll Monday, 
saying he was ready for complete 
autonomy if Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
efforts to build a new confedera- 
tion failed. 

Officials results showed 98.8 
per cent who took part in Sun- 
day’s elections endorsed Mr. 
Nazarbayev, the only candidate. 

“I will fight to maintain the 
Union of Sovereign States. If tins 
does not work out then we 
ourselves must be prepared for 
total autonomy,” he told Ren- 
ters. 


Kazakhstan is among seven re- 
publics to have backed in princi- 
ple President Gorbachev's efforts 
to salvage a Union of Sovereign 
States from the ruins of the old 
centralised Soviet Union. But 
Republican leaders baulked last 
week at initialling the agreement, 
referring it back to their parlia- 
ments. 

Mr. Nazarbayev told a news 
conference in the Kazakh capital 
Alma-Ata that recent events 
showed complete antonomy for 
tiie republic could not be ex- 
cluded. But he saw independence 
differently to the Ukraine — as 
autoomy within a confederation. 

He said people had voted for 
independence and not to split 
from the union. These, he said, 
were “two different things." 

If republics did become totally 
autonomous they would need to 
sign agreements with each other 
saving key economic links. 

Kazakhstan, one of only two 
republics not to declare inde- 
pendence after last August’s 
coup, has substantial reserves of 
gold, silver and industrial di- 
amonds. 

It covers an area stretching 
from traditional Muslim regions 
near the Chinese border to over- 
whelmingly Russian districts 
where the Volga River flows into 
the Caspian Sea. 

Mr. Nazarbayev had said the 
polls would show whether 
Kazakhstan’s ethnic mix of 
Kazakhs and Russians supported 
his far-reaching plans for a transi- 
tion to a market economy. 

“We now have the mandat* to 
act more decisively. People see 
there is a way forward, although 
there will be great difficulties,” 
be said. 


U.N. troops 
in Cambodia 


‘Army in Punjab for Pakistan war’ 


KIEV (R) — Russia will recog- 
nise the Ukraine as an indepen- 
dent state very soon. President- 
elect Leonid Kravchuk -.said 
Monday. 

Mr. Kravchuk, in his first inter- 
view after Sunday’s election and 
independnece referendum, told 
Reuters: 

“In the very near future Russia 
will recognise the Ukraine, 100 
per cent" 

Asked if he had a concrete 
promise from Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin he replied: ‘T am 
100 per cent sure. You can be- 
lieve me." 

The European Community 
(EC) called on the Ukraine Mon- 
day to respect Soviet internation- 
al commitments on debt and nuc- 
lear arms if it secedes from the 
Soviet Union as a result of its 
independent referendum. 

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
Van Den Brock said the 12 EC 
states were urging Ukrainian au- 
thorities “to do nothing’ which 
might call into question the 
Ukraine's control over nuclear 
weapons.” 


NEW DELHI (R) — The mas- 
sive deployment -of the Indian 
army in Punjab is not meant to 
provide security for elections in 
the troubled state but to prepare 
for war with Pakistan, a promin- 
ent Sikh leader charged Monday. 

Simranjit Singh Mann, leader 
of the Shnomam Akali Dal Party, 
called Punjab polls expected in 
January a “rase, a feint to induct 
the army for elections and then 
leap-frog for a military adventure 
info Pakistan.” 

^Punjab state officials .said 
50,000 fresh troops have been 
deployed in Punjab with police 


powers, including detention with- 
out judicial approval, in prepara- 
tion for state assembly elections 
in the second half of January. 

Mr. Maun told rep orter s that 
three army corps — each with a 
strength of 60,000 troops — had 
been sent to augment the three 
corps deployed in Punjab, where 
Delhi has battled a bloody Sikh 
insurgency for a decade. 


in Punjab as barracks for the 
fresh troops. “For balloting you 
don't need tanks and heavy artil- 
lery," he said. 


Information about the army's 
deployment came from a senior 
army office* ih Punjab’s capital, 
Chandigarh, his aides said. . 

Mr. Mann said the army had 
taken over hospitals and schools 


“Instead of elections there will 
be war. (The polls) are a gim- 
mick, a ruse.” said Mr. Mann, a 
former senior policeman released 
in 1989 after four years in jail 
without trial on charges be con- 
spired to kill former Prime Minis- 
ter Indira Gandhi. 


His party won nine of 13 par- 
liamentary seats at stake in the 
1989 elections just before he was 
released. 


India mines Kashmir border with Pakistan 


SRINAGAR (R) — The Indian 
army said Monday it had laid 
mines along its Ka shmir frontier 
with Pakistan to prevent infiltra- 
tion by Muslim militaiits. 

An official announcement, 
broadcast on state radio, warned 
people Irving near the frontier to 
keep out of the mined areas. 

Officials said this was the first 
time the frontier had been mined 


rest by Pakistan. 

Tensions between the /two 
countries are high because of the 
separatist revolt m Indian-ruled 
Kashmir. 


Kashmiri militants Monday ac- 
cused the army of killing 24 civi- 
lians in the border d istiic t of 
BaramuUa in a week-long opera- 
tion. 


m peacetime. 

India accuses. Pakistan of 
arming, training and directing 
militants who operate in Indian- 
ruled Kashmir. Islamabad denies 
the charges. 

India and Pakistan have fought 
three wars since independence 
from Britain in 1947, two of them 
over Kashmir, two thirds of 
which is ruled by India and the 


Several groups declared a 
general strike in the Kashmir 
■ Valley in protest. They said 24 
militants had also died in encoun- 
ters with the army in border areas 
last week. 


Meanwhile, Indian police said 
Monday they believed Sikh mili- 
tants were behind an attempt to 
blow up a packed Air India Jum- 
bo jet. 


A bomb was found shortly be- 
fore die plane carrying 398 pas- 
sengers mid 18 crew was due to 
take off from Delhi for London 
and New York Sunday. 

“We have homed in on a sus- 
pect and we are interrogating 
him. He is linked to the Punjab 
militants,” a senior police official 
told Reuters. 

The official, who asked not be 
identified, said the man was a 
Sikh airport worker with access to 
the Boeing 747 but would give 
few further details. 

The erode petrol bomb was 
found in a food trolley when an 
alert steward noticed that a secur- 
ity seal fixed to the trolley by the 
airline caterer had been broken. 

The plane originally set off 
from Madras. 


Kenya to allow multi-party politics 


NAIROBI (R) — Leaders of 
Kenya’s rating party decided at a 
meeting Monday to allow multi- 
party politics in the East African 
country, senior party sources 
said.. 


tiie ruling Kenya African Nation- 
al Council (KANU) told Reuters, 
adding that the decision was 
reached after intense debate. 


“The national governing coun- 
cil decided on allowing multi- 
party politics,” a senior source in 


The decision, which conies 
amid intense press ure on Presi- 
dent Daniel Arap Moi for politic- 
al reform, was expected to be put 
to a meeting of national delegates 


Tuesday. 

Kenya, a former British col- 
ony, has been an official one- 
party state since constitutional 
amendment “2A” was passed by 
parliament in 1982 outlawing 
opposition. But KANU has en- 
joyed an effective monoploy on 
power since Independence in 
1963. 


UNAMIC, the U.N. Advance 
Mission In Cambodia, has 200 
peacekeeping soldiers in Cambo- 
dia, a vanguard for a 12,000- 
strong UNTAC force that will 
supervise elections to end de- 
cades of civil war and political 
turmoil. 

Mr. Khieu Samphan and Mr. 
Son Sen were forced to flee Cam- 
bodia when a mob attacked the 
Phnom Penh guest house in 
which they were staying. Mr. 
Khieu Samphan, who is believed 
to still report to “brother number 
one” Pol Pot, was slightly in- 
jured. 

Mr. Khieu Samphan and Mr. 
Son Sen had promised leadership 
roles in the 1975-1979 Khmer 
Rouge rule of Cambodia, the 
“killing field” years when a mil- 
lion Cambodians lost their lives 
to murder, forced labour and 
starvation. 

Mr. Tie Banb said additional 
! Khmer Rouge fighters permitted 
; back into Phnom Penh would 
| have to follow strict guidelines. 

1 “If they increase the security 
force we have to make it clear it is 
for a specific role, that the role is 
'only for the protection of their 
leaders and they must confine 
themselves to certain locations,” 
he said. 
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EC restores aid to most 


Yugoslav republics 


PATTAYA, Thailand (R) — The 
Khmer Rouge demanded Mon- 
day that 800 more U.N. 
peacekeeping soldiers be de- 
ployed immediately in Phnom 
Penh or its leaders could not 
return there to particiapte in the 
Cambodian peace process. 

The radical group, whose lead- 
ers were forced to flee the 
Cambodian capital last Wednes- 
day ahead of an angry mob, also 
demanded that Kor Teafa, a 
Khmer Rogue employee left be- 
hind, be accounted for. 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
acknowledged by all factions as 
Cambodian head of state, told 
reporters Monday: “Mr. Khieu 
Samphan and Mr. Son Sen have 
just set two conditions for their 
return to Phnom Penh.” 

The prince is in this Thai resort 
as chairman of Cambodia’s U.N.- 
mandated Supreme National 
Council (SNC), a reconciliation 
body in which power is shared by 
the Vietnam-installed Phnom 
Penh government and the Khmer 
Rouge-dominated three-party 
guerrilla alliance. 


The leaders of all the factions 
i are gathering to bold an SNC 
i meeting that could not be held in 
Phnom Penh because of the vio- 
lence directed at Mr. Khieu Sam- 
phan, nominal president of the 
Khmer Rouge, and Mr. Son Sen, 
its defence chief. 

“Eight hundred men from UN- 
TAC (the U.N. Transitional Au- 
thority in Cambodia), now, this 
month” was how Prince Sihanouk 
expressed the Maoist group’s first 
demand. 

They also wanted the return of 
their missing comrade, he said. 
“Kor Teah must be found and 
sent to the Khmer Rouge zone,” 
Prince Sihanouk said. 

The prince, former titular head 
of tiie guerrilla alliance who now 
says he is neutral, quoted Phnom 
Penh Premier Hun Sen as saying 
Monday the missing Khmer 
Rouge man had “disappeared.” 

Earlier in the day, Phnom Penh 
Defence Minster lie Banh said 
the Khmer Rouge would be per- 
mitted to bring more security 
troops into the Cambodian capit- 
al because of the assault. 

“If they are not satisfied with 
our police forces they can ask for 
the protection from any forces 
they like, from UNTAC, from 
UNAMIC, or even increase their 
own security forces,” he told 
Reuters. 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EC) foreign minis- 
ters agreed Monday to scrap 
sanctions against all Yugoslav re- 
publics except Serbia and its ally 
Montenegro, Beglian Foreign 
Minister Mark Eyskens said. 

He told reporters that ministers 
decided to restore trade and 
financial help for Crotia, 
Slovenia, Macedonia and Bosnia 
Herzegovina. 

“It would be paradoxical to 
condone sanctions against repub- 
lics that are behaving well,” Mr. 
Eyskens said. 

Mr. Eyskens said the question 
of diplomatic recognition of re-* 
publics judged to be helping 
peace efforts was not covered by 
Monday's decision but would be 
discussed at next week's EC sum- 
mit in Maastricht. 

He said Greece had opposed 
the formula for singling out Ser- 
bia and Montenegro by excluding 
them from positive measures. 
France also had reservations, pre- 
ferring to await the outcome of 
the latest peace efforts by U.N. 
special envoy Cyrus Vance. 

Mr. Eyskens said the aid mea- 
sures for republics would indude 
restorating of trade preferences, 
200 million ECUs (£250 million) 
in financial help and other be- 
nefits under the 'ECs phrase 
programme to aid Eastern 
Europe. 

The Community imposed sanc- 
tions on the whole of Yugoslavia 
three weeks ago to try to force 
the warring parties to respect a 
ceasefire. But the EC countries 
said then they would look at ways 
to reward those parties which 
were blameless. 

Meanwhile, sporadic fighting 
erupted in breakaway Croatia 
Monday as Mr. Vance was due ot 
start- talks on tiie deployment of 
peacekeeping troops in Yugosla- 
via, Croatian radio said. 

Mr. Vance flew into Belgrade 


Sunday to try to forge agreement 
between Serbia, the Yugoslav 
army and Croatia on bow and 
where to deploy peacekeeping 
troops if the latest ceasefire suc- 
ceeds in ending five months of 
bloodshed. 

The former U.S. Secretary of 
State was due to meet Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
and Federal Defence Minister 
Veljko Kadijevic in Belgrade. 

But Croatian radio said tiie 
Croat-held rity of Osijek was 
shelled overnight and two people 
were killed. It said the southern 
and eastern outskirts of the city in 
eastern Croatia were hit. 

Thousands of people have been 
killed since Croatia declared in- 
dependence from Yugoslavia in 
June and its Serbian mi no ri ty 
rebelled. A week-old ceasefire 
has eased the fighting but has 
failed to end it. 

Asked if the U.N. would de- 
ploy a peacekeeping force in 
Yugoslavia, Mr. Vance told Reu- 
ters as he beaded for talks with 
Gen. Kadijevic: “It’s much too 
early to say.” 

“I am distressed that no great 
progress has been made,” Mr. 
Vance said after his arrival in 
Belgrade Sunday, indicating 
obstacles remained to the deploy- 
ment of a peacekeeping force. 

The U.N. says the 14th cease- 
fire since fi ghting began most 
hold if peacekeeping troops are 
to be sent to Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Vance said the warring 
sides must also agree on bow and 
where to station them before he 
can recommend their deployment 
to U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, who will advise 
the Security Council whether to 
deploy the troops. 

He also said the removal of 
federal soldiers from bases in 
Croatia, a key clause in the cease- 
fire agreement, had been prog- 
ressing slowly. 


Togo army resumes siege 


of premier’s residence 


LOME (R) — Soldiers trying to 
oust Togo's civilian government 
resumed their siege of Prime 
Minister Joseph Kokou Koffi- 
goh’s residence in the capital 
Lome Monday. 

' The army, which hss occupied 
the radio building in the small 
West African country since last 
Thursday, said troops had taken 
up positions around the residence 
and other key points. 

“None of om demands has 
been met up to now," an army 
communique broadcast over the 


Australia: ‘Highly excessive’ 
force used in East Timor 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia's 
Foreign Ministry accused Indone- 
sian troops Monday of using 
“highly excessive” force during 
the Nov. 12 army shooting in East 
Timor. 

Senior official John McCarthy 
was giving evidence to a par- 
liamentary committee investigat- 
ing the shooting, which sparked 
an international outcry. 


. He said troops fired no warning 
shots and made no attempt to 
disperse the crowd by more con- 
ventional means. He said soldiers 
appeared to start firing almost as 
soon as they arrived. 

Australia has been among the 
most vocal critics of the shooting. 
A spokesman for Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke said Mr. Hawke 
would meet five members of an 
East Timorese delegation Tues- 
day. 


Australia has estimated 75 peo- 
ple were killed when Indonesian 
soldiers opened fire on the crowd 
of 3.500 mourners marching in a 
cemetery in the East Timorese 
capital Dili to mourn the previous 


killings of an independence sym- 
pathiser. 

Indonesan authorities say 19 
died and 91 were wounded in the 
former Portuguese colony they 
annexed in 1976. 

Bob Muntz, an official of the 
charity Australian community 
Aid Abroad, witnessed the mas- 
sacre. He told the committee 
there had been an overwhelming 
military presence in Dili during 
his stay, creating a climate of 
“extreme fear.” 

Mr. Muntz said be had been 
reluctant to attend the march but 
be and several foreign jouranhsts 
bad agreed to go to fry to stop 
soldiers attacking the demonstra- 
tors. 

His interpreter. New Zealan- 
der Kama! Bamadhaj, was among 
those killed. 

In Jakarta, tiie Indonesia News 
Agency, Antara, said Monday 
the aid agency may have insti-* 
gated tiie incident. Quoting un- 
named sources, it said the charity 
“should be investigating for its 
involvement in the Nov. 12 mas- 
sacre in Dili.” 


World AIDS Day focuses on preventing disease from spreading 


GENEVA (R) — The world 
marked its fourth annual AIDS 
Day by trying to focus the minds 
of millions across the globe on 
threatened catastrophe from the 
killer disease. 

People in more than 160 coun- 
tries gave, their s upp ort to the 
fight against AIDS in media in- 
terviews, sflest processions, pop 
concerts and fund-raising soccer 
matches. 

In New York and San Francis- 
co, the U.S. cities hardest tut by 
the deadly virus, major buildings 
were turned off their ti ghts Sun- 
day night in remembrances of 
more than 100,000 Americans 
who have been killed by AIDS. 

Some 7,500 people raised more 
I than $1.5 million to fight AIDS at ' 
a dance marathon at a New York 
convention centre, which was 
turned into a cacophonous dis- 
coteque. 

In what was billed as. “a day 
without art” and organised in 
remembrance of artists and enter- 
tainers felled by AIDS, the 


Museum of Modern Art display- 
ed a roomful of empty frames as 
speakers, including Mayor David 
Dinkins, read out a list of the 
dead. 

Mr. Dinkins said the AIDS 
epidemic had received “tragically 
insufficient” attention from the 
U.S. government. 

At Manhattan’s Riverside 
Church, a bell tolled every 10 
minutes for the dead. 


In San Francisco, where the 
fatal disease already has killed 
more than 7,000 people, many of 
them in the city's large homosex- 
ual community, AIDS Day orga- 
nisers planned to turn off lights 
that illuminate more than a dozen 
la n dmarks, such as the Golden 
Gate Bridge and Davies Sym- 
phony Hall. 


losses we had due to AIDS,” said 
Ms. Keefe. “Re-illumination of 
the lights wiU provide a sense of 
hope and an acknowledgement of 
the further fight against the dis- 
ease.” 

Figures from the Geneva-based 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) show that nine to 10 
million people worldwide are in- 
fected by tiie HIV virus which 
causes the disease. About 1.5 
million have full-blown AIDS. 


Maureen Keefe, one of tiie 
Organisers, also asked individuals 
to dim the lights in their homes 
for 15 minutes as a symbol of the 
human lives lost to AIDS. 

“It will be a metaphor for the 


To alert public awareness to 
the disease, health campaigners 
gave pride of place to the con- 
dom, regarded by many as still 
tiie best defence against the 
spread of AIDS. WHO has sent 
thou san d s of condoms in special 
“safe sec" key-rings to its staff 
around the world. 

By the end of the century, 
WHO predicts 30-40 million peo- 
pte will be infected with the virus. 
Up to 18 million will have had 
their immune systems attacked by 
die disease. J 


More than a dozen vaccines are 
now being tested, but doctors say 
a medical solution to the AIDS 
pandemic is some way off. 

New York City high school 
students were given free condoms 
last Tuesday as part of a con- 
troversial anti-AIDS programme. 

. Britain’s Prindess Diana, a 
committed AIDS campaigner, 
attended a charity “dance for 
life” by members of leading 
dance companies, which -was ex- 
pected to raise £150,000 
($270,000) for sufferers of the 

disease. 


at southwark cathedral, London. 

In India, a group of prostitutes’ 
children waving banners saying 
“don’t give AIDS to our 
mothers” distributed free con- 
doms outside Bombay’s largest 
railway station. 

“India may be sitting on an 
AIDS volcano that will soon 
erupt, engulfing millions,” said 
I.S. GiJada, secretary of the 
health group which organised t he 
rally. 


Hundreds of British churches 
made AIDS a special feature of 
their Sunday sendees after an 
appeal from Archbishop of Can- 
terbury George Carey, spiritual 
bead of the world's 70 mil lion 
Anglicans, and British singer 
Cliff Richard. 


_ The first chape! in Britain espe- 
cially for praying for people 
affected by HIV and AIDS, the 
diapel of St Andrew, was opened 


In Africa, where seven million 
people including nearly a million 
children are believed to be in- 
fected, politicians called for more 
open discussion of the disease. 

“Teachers, politicians, church- 
men, doctors, parents, brothers 
and sisters must all share in- 
formation on AIDS, tftwiw it 
and teach about it,” said Kenyan 
Health Minister Mwai Kibaki. 


Rwanda’s health minister 
warned in a similar message that 
someone contracts AIDS every 
90 minutes in Kigali, die ™p«tni 


of the tiny central African nation. 

Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni said Ugandans should 
not shun AIDS victims, but 
should care for them in the com- 
munity and treat them as indi- 
viduals. 

In some countries, campaig- 
ners found the AIDS prevention 
message difficult to spread. 

Only about 1,000 people 
turned out for a panwV- through 
centra] Paris to mark world AIDS 
Day despite heavy media cover- 
age in preceding days about the 
disease. 

In Japan, a poster showing a 
naked woman inside a condom 
sparked controversy. The Society 
for Women of Action said tiie 
poster, bearing the caption “thin 
but strong enough for AIDS,” 
depicted women as sex objects or 
prostitutes. 

Newspapers reported that one 
railway company refused to dis- 
play it because it could be a bad 
influence on children. 




Shanghai reports 
1st 4 AIDS patients 


HONG KONG (R) — Foot 
Shanghai residents have de- 
veloped AIDS this year, the first 
report of the fatal disease in 
China’s biggest city, the China 
News Service said Monday. Chi- 
na has monitored more than 
80,000 suspected acquired im- 
mune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS) earners since 1985 but 
none were from Shanghai, the 
' P elting -funded news service said. 
Qty health authorities have taken 
precautions against the spread of 
the disease, including setting op a 
laboratory to vet all imported 
blood for hospital use, it said. 
Last month, Peking opened its 
first AIDS dime, offering tests, 
treatment and counselling far 
patients. According to the Minis, 
try of Public Health, 615 people 
had tested HIV-positive and right 
have developed symptoms of tiie 
disease since 1985. Most of the 
known AIDS patients in Chinn 
are drug addicts in Yunnan pro- 
vince, neighbouring Burma winch 
is part of the notorious Golden 
Triangle opium-producing belt. 


Brazil’s president 
launches campaign 
to fight AIDS 


radio said. 

Sources made Mr. Koffigoh’s 
residence, contacted by tele- 
phone, said many soldiers backed 
by tanks and armoured vehicles 
deployed around the colonial- 
style mansi on before dawn under 
cover of a night curfew. 

“They are all around us with 
tanks,” one source said. 

The communique repeated ear- 
lier demands for Togo’s tran- 
sitional legislature, the High 
Council of the Republic (HCR), 
to be dissolved. 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (R) 
— President Fernando CoDor de 
Mello named soccer star Pete to 
head Brazil’s fight against AIDS 
and warned that eight million 
Brazilians could be infected with 
the HIV virus by the year 2000. 
In a televised speech, Mr. CoQor 
de Mello launched a government 
programme to combat the disease 
and announced that Pete wiQ 
head a national Commission for 
the Pre v ention and Fight Against 
AIDS. In Brazil, which has 155 
million people, 21,000 have 
AIDS and more than 500,000 are 
infected with the HIV virus, the 
Health Ministry estimates. ‘This 
is a war that must be won,” Mr. 
Collor said. “The lack of in- 
formation is the first obstacle to 
be overcome.” Without a nation- 
al educational programme, and 
preventive measures, it .is esti- 
njif»rp*i that eight million people in 
Brazil will be infected by tiie year 
2000, he said. “Even so, it is 
protable we will get to the year 
2000 with two million sick," Mr. 
Collor de Mello said. He said die 
AIDS campaign wiU be decen- 
tralised by setting up local com- 
missions in 3,000 cities. 


Milii Vanilii 
member slashes 
wrist in suicide bid 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A mem- 
ber of the disgraced pop duo Mffli 

Vanflli apparently tried to kill 
himself, police said. Officers said 
Rob Pilatus, 27, slashed a wrist, 
took some pills and straddled the 
railing of a ninth-floor hotel bal- 
cony, threatening to jump. He 
was taken to Cedars Sinai Medic- 
al Centre where he was treated 
and placed under observation for 
72 hours for his own protection, a 
spokesman said. Hiatus, with 
partner Fav Morvan, was a mem- 
ber of the Mfli VanilU pop gronp 
that was stripped of a Grammy 
Award last year after admitting 
they had not sung a note of their 
hit album Girl, You Know Ifs 
Troe. The pair became an inter- 
national hit act after they were 
plucked from obscurity in the 
German music scene. A switch- 
board operator at La Mondrian 
Hotel in Los Angeles called 
police to the building and sad 
Pilatus had told her be and.his 
family in Germany had been 
harassed and he could not take it 
any longer. 


Japanese assess 
science city 
in Australia 


ADELAIDE, Australia (R) 

Fifty Japanese businessmen ar- 
rived Sunday to assess tiie invest- 
ment dimate for a high-technolo- 
gy city planned in Australia. They ' 
are making the first major inter- 
national evaluation of the -for. 
called multi-function polis 
(MFP), planned for a reclaimed 
swamp in Adelaide. The. execu?.. 
lives will receive a three-day 
briefing on tte MFP, initially 2 ' 
suggested by Japan’s Mhristxy .of 
International Trade and Industry 
in 1987. They will be briefecTby 
John Button, federal, industjy, 
technology and commerce minis - ' 
ter, John Bazmon, South Austra- 
lia state premier, and by Aw 
Han companies. An officiaL As- jr 
'straiten report has estimatedthal 
uj> to 50,000 people could Hw 
and work is the MFP* which : 
would concentrate on futuristic • 
technological products. No date ; 
has been set for constr u ction, and ' 
although international c ompani e s - 


a, commitment. 
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